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1. Transcendental Empiricism
1. the virtual

2. the actual
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dimensions (savings power, loan repayment ability, job skills and asset acquisition).
This means that the average score of four dimensions of economic empowerment of
self-employed women household heads is higher than non-self-employed women,
which is a significant difference in 95% confidence level.

CONCLUSION

Findings show that membership in self-help groups led to their economic
empowerment and then their social health. Also, out of the total number of
participants (200 people) 26% in the self-help group and 30% in the non-self-help
group had spouses, 45% in the self-help group and 35% in the self-help group were
unmarried due to death of their husbands, 15% in the self-help group and 20% in
the non-self-employed group were unmarried due to divorce where as 14% and 15%
respectively in the two groups never married.

The results show that out of 20 items on social health, 1.5% is low, 74.5% are
medium and 24% are high. According to the Keys questionnaire, considering the
average of 55.93%, it can be claimed that the social health of female-headed
households in the self-help and non-self-help groups is between 47 and 74. It can be
said that the social health in this study is moderate nut growing.

Out of 26 items of economic empowerment, 27% are low, 28% are medium and
45% are high. From the set of 4 dimensions, the highest average in terms of loan
repayment ability (59.41%) is related to savings power (55.05%) of female-headed
and non-self-employed household heads, while the total scores (average) of
empowerment index is economic (53.55%). Higher average dimension of the ability
to repay loan and the power of savings is one of the main conditions for the
membership in self-help groups.

NOVELTY

The present study, like many studies in the field of women's social issues, had
certain limitations. Usually in such researches, access to the statistical community,
especially rural women, is not easily possible and researchers face problems. Also,
the poor cooperation of some women in collecting data was another limitation of
this study due to the low level of literacy of some women and their lack of
confidence in providing information on loans and financial questions of the
questionnaire. One of the scientific applications of this research is in universities, by
policymakers and those in charge of empowering women household heads.
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Figure 1. Different indicators showing economic empowerment of women household heads

METHODOLOGY

The present article is a survey-based, with the statistical population being women
household heads of self-help and non-self-help groups under the auspices of the
Welfare Organization of Tehran Province. The sample size is 200. Since this is
comparative research, the sample is divided into two: first, female-headed
household members of the self-help group, which accounts for 100 people. Thus,
out of every 20 self-help groups, 5 female household heads are selected. Second, 100
people are randomly selected from female household heads who are not from the
self-help group.

To calculate the total score of the Economic Empowerment Questionnaire, the
sum of the numbers obtained from each subscale is divided by 6, and the obtained
numbers are between zero (the lowest) and 100 (the highest). The score of each
dimension is determined by the score of the titles in that dimension. The reliability
and validity are confirmed by the Persian version of the Keys Social Health
Questionnaire.

FINDINGS

Findings are presented under the topics of demographic description of samples,
description of independent and dependent variables and testing of hypotheses.

Demographic description of the samples: The highest age group in self-help
groups was female-headed households of 55 years and older (35%) and among non-
self-employed groups were those between 45 and 54 years (31%). Most female-
headed households in the self-help group (32%) had no children. The results
showed that about 31% of women heads of self-help households and about 27% of
women household head in the non-self-help group had one child.

The average score of economic empowerments of those in the self-help group
was higher than the non-self-help group. The same result has found in four other
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INTRODUCTION

Women's social health depends on the complex interactions of individual biology,
health behavior, historical, social, security and political contexts of their lives.
Women with sound social health can more successfully cope with challenges
encountering in their everyday life. The concept of social health is a concept that
goes along with the one’s physical and mental dimensions. Its social aspect is
examined by focusing on the individual. Block and Breslow were the first to study
the concept of social health in 1972. They synchronized the concept with the degree
of performance of members of a society and prepared an index.

According to Bata (2005), economic empowerment implies a better quality of
material life through maintaining and managing one's own life. Women's economic
participation increases their role in decision-making individually or at family and
social levels (Kiani Qaleh Sard, Soroush et al., 2014, 65). A systematic analysis can
lead to the integration of research outcomes, find gaps, and provide a
comprehensive approach to this issue that could highlight the importance of
economic empowerment of women household heads and its relationship with social
health as well as their attention in developmental policies and planning (Asadi et al.
2014).

The goal of empowerment is to help women overcome their weaknesses,
improve positive aspects of their lives, increase their skills and abilities wisely and
put them into practice (McWhirter, 1994; Andrews et al. 1397)

As the implementation of micro-financial services plan leads to economic
empowerment and reduction of relative poverty in various dimensions (financial,
cultural and capability), development and expansion of social justice for vulnerable
and low-income groups without guarantors to facilities banking, by creating
conditions to increase their access to micro-financial services, promoting social
capital, creating and developing small businesses, help reduce unemployment
(Robinson, 2001: 126; delivered in 2009).

PURPOSE

The overall purpose of this article is to determine the relationship between
economic empowerment of women household heads in self-help and non-self-help
groups and their social health. Among the specific objectives, we intend to
investigate not only the two aspects but also other variables related to female-
headed families such as their ability to repay loan, skilled and non-skilled jobs they
are doing, their social participation in self-help and non-self-help groups as well as
property ownership as shown in the following diagram.
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ABSTRACT

Economic empowerment is one of the variables affecting women's social health in a
society. The main purpose of this study is to investigate the relationship between the
dimension of economic empowerment and social health of female-headed households,
especially among self-help and non-self-help groups as an interdisciplinary subject.
Theories of social health and empowerment have been used to study the effect of
independent variable on dependent ones. The main question of this article is whether
there is a relationship between economic empowerment of women household heads and
their social health? The research method is survey-based and through a prepared
questionnaire. The statistical population is female-headed household members and those
under the auspices of the Tehran Welfare Organization who were selected randomly. The
sample size is 200 women. Findings showed that the average score of the five dimensions
of social health in female-headed households in the self-help group was significantly
higher at 95% confidence level than female-headed households in the non-self-employed
group. The average score of four dimensions of economic empowerment in female-
headed households in the self-help group was higher than non-self-employed female-
headed households. Accordingly, based on the outcome, economic empowerment of
women in these two groups found to have a significant effect on their social health.
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CONCLUSION

The article concludes that serious art of Iran in the Pahlavi era that was alarmed
with drastic social changes, had a critical stance not because of Shah’s faulty
modernization project but because it was worried about the loss of patriarchal
control which was the natural outcome of modernity. This fear is manifested
through new woman, a mythical figure created by men, whom harbors evils
threatening men. The article shows that these evils and threats are parallel to the
ones caused by modern metropolis and new woman is actually a symbol of this
modern phenomenon.

NOVELTY

By showing anti-modern sentiments in serious art of Iran which had a rather bold
stance on social injustice, the article introduces the depth of women issues in Iran,
where not only society, but also its intellectuals, scholars and artists still hold
patriarchal values and have misogynistic sentiments even in the most serious forms
of speech and art, which in this article’s case is, symbolizing new, free woman as the
evil of modern society and other social problems.



FINDINGS

Bermann discusses that the modernization project in countries such as Iran was
nothing more than a political gesture, like an emperor dressed beautifully with
nothing underneath (Bermann, 2019, 259-260). These sudden changes brought
upon many novelties in the traditional Iranian society. Novelties people weren’t
prepared for (Talattof, 2011, 86) and were only done in a superficial and defective
manner. Habermass believes that modernity is a historical necessity with significant
achievements especially in giving subjective self-consciousness to the people and
subjective freedom, in a sense that was impossible before modernity (Habermass,
1990, 2-18). He also discusses that modernity is an unfinished project (Calhoun,
2012, 351) and warns intellectuals not to criticize modernity as a concept but to
direct their critical forces towards modernization. Then the notion from Georg
Simmel and Karl Marx about some of the troubles current modernization has
brought upon subjects is discussed. These problems include absurdity caused by
monetization of human relationships and the lack of spiritual values (Bermann,
1397, 14) and disjunction of modern subject who lives in chaotic modern
metropolis (Fakuhi, 2002, 177).

The changes brought upon by the Shah’s defective modernization project,
provoked reactions from intellectuals and artists. The emergence of New Woman as
a symbol of these changes was one of the main targets of the criticism. These
reactions as anticipated were due to features and problematic of modernity and
modernization. In other words, modernity took away the control men on different
aspects of life, including women. And, new woman was a novel creation that wasn’t
in man’s domain. As such an in-depth analysis suggests that intellectuals and artists
were critical of modernity in general and Shah’s modernization project in
particular. Nevertheless, reactions were also out of fear of losing control over daily
environment and objects, were manifested through demonizing of the new woman
figure through critical works of the period. New woman becomes the symbol of all
the superficial, materialistic and corrupt aspects of modern metropolis and
inculcated the fear of losing old patriarchal values. We say fear because new woman
as a threat, was a man-made concept (Bohan, 2012, 7), and reactions we discuss,
were in fact preventive actions.

Two examples of new wave of cinema in Iran in the article are Mr. Naive and
The Balooch. Their analyses further prove how new woman was depicted in art, and
cinema in this case. The problem which appears to be the demise of Iranian values is
actually a warning about the probable death of patriarchalism. In Mr. Naive the
male character gets overwhelmed by this new evil and crawls back to its old, healthy
rural society but in The Balooch, the character successfully preserves old sacred
values, which are symbolized as manhood, its power and dominance and new
woman humbly goes back to the old and acceptable submissive maternal figure.
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INTRODUCTION

History of cinema, its emergence and evolution is concurrent with modernization
and the creation of metropolises as we know today. This is why the cinematic
manifestation of modernity is an important subject within sociological studies
(Duvignaad, 2001, 6). On the other hand, with the formation of feminist theories,
researchers came to believe that studies concerning sex within modernity and
modernization have significant values because the concept of sex, feminine
experience and social view of women have altered considerably in modern times
(Ardis, 2005, 62). Within this framework, the concept of “new woman” is especially
important since she’s historically been portrayed as an object that encapsulates and
manifests complexities and paradoxes with modernity (Shih, 2001, 301).

The birth of “new woman” in Iran dates back to the Pahlavi era, especially
during the reign of Mohammad Reza Shah. Within confines of his modernization
project, he considered some important changes in issues regarding women, such as
the right to vote, to work and actively participate in social activities (Ejlali, 2017,
32). In third world societies where modernity is an imported product,
modernization is usually a futile attempt, one that is forced from authorities above
(Bermann, 2019, 259-260). Iran was no exception and the failed, defective
modernity soon provoked reactions from scholars and intellectuals who were
concerned about the demise of sacred and old Iranian values. New woman, who had
suddenly emerged, fashioned with latest trends, became a symbol of threats posed
by modernity.

PURPOSE

The article intends to show that the origin of given reactions were in fact preventive
actions towards the loss of historical control of men over women in general and
their daily lives in particular. The control that had been put modernity in jeopardy,
and how new woman was the perfect symbol of this loss of control.

METHODOLOGY

This article uses a descriptive-analytical method. To achieve the purposes discussed,
authors first try to establish some general definitions of modernity based on the
ideas of Charles Baudelaire and Marshal Bermann and its specifications, especially
in third world countries. Then another outlook on modernity by Jurgen Hubermass
is discussed to further insight. In the next section, the emergence of new woman in
Iranian metropolis is discussed and how people, including intellectuals and artists
reacted to this phenomenon. In the next chapter, the portrayal of new woman as a
threat to cinema and other mediums of art, especially in Weimar Germany and
colonial China are discussed. This is done to generalize the results to Iranian
cinema. Finally, the article analyzes two films Mr. Naive and The Balooch of the new
wave Iranian cinema; a movement known for its critical stance on social issues.
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ABSTRACT

New Iranian woman with relative freedoms, especially in the social activities domain,
appeared as a result of the modernization process at metropolitan levels during the
Pahlavi era. But this freedom was not liked by Iranian men, even the intellectual lot. For
instance, the new wave of cinema prior to the Islamic revolution took the intellectual form
at the time when itself had a critical stance toward the modernization process of the Shah,
and sometimes showed even anti-modernist approach, now by portraying new woman
with her outward deception and esoteric emptiness, it tried to reprehend the same by
presenting her as a symbol of modern lifestyle and a symbol of the decline of the original
Iranian culture. With a descriptive-analytical method and using library sources, the
present paper tries to study the depiction of new woman in the two films related to new
wave cinema in Iran, Mr. Naive and The Balooch. It concludes that new woman, like other
phenomena of modern life, takes away the old patriarchal control and that persuades
filmmakers to portray her as an attractive, superficial, and dangerous commodity of
modern metropolis. In other words, new woman becomes a phenomenon that, in line
with other modern phenomena and even at the top and most important of them puts
down Iranian men and culture. In fact, in the form of localism and criticism of the Shah's
incomplete modernization, these films rise up against modernity and defend patriarchal
traditions and regain lost control. The representation of gender is of great importance in
the sociological studies of art, and the article hopes to point out the depth of gender
problems in Iranian society by examining the portrayal of new woman in the troubling
new wave of cinema.
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political and aesthetic identities through painting and sculpture, so that
craftsmanship was no longer reactionary (Cochrane, 1992, 99). Also, art is
increasingly using craft techniques, and designers' interest in new materials on the
one hand and antique objects on the other has motivated them to create craft-based
professions (Adamson, 2007, 34). Thus, although conceptual dualities such as high-
post have been generally questioned and the status of handicrafts has changed, it
can be argued that the hegemonic dominance of the high arts discourse over
handicrafts remains.

NOVELTY

The special feature of this research is related to the distinction between two types of
modern handicraft makers in Iran. Professionals are the new generation of artists
and art graduates who, on the other hand, continue to strive to differentiate
themselves from other makers in various fields of handicrafts. On the other hand,
they care about the application, the introduction of art into everyday life, the
cheapness and availability of art for people. They have also changed the traditional
and former form. Modern handicrafts no longer lack the name and logo of the
creator. By transforming the world of traditional handicrafts, these creators describe
their actions by using concepts from the field of high art such as “creation”,
"creator’, "conceptual’, "unique’, "artistic’, and “limited edition“. These new
generation artists are thinking about the commodification of art, the benefit of art
and artistic entrepreneurship. It should also be said about professionals that the
principle of homology and the resulting mechanism have strengthened their
networks and increased the possibility of entrepreneurship formation. This means
that professionals are more connected and have a strong social network. In fact,
they spend most of their time with each other and prefer to communicate with their
peers and like-minded people. But for amateurs who are self-taught in art and have
turned their business into a business; The power of bonding with strangers replaces
the power of weak bonds. The lack of homology among amateurs has not prevented
them from branding, as they use social media to branding.



handicrafts are a form of entrepreneurship. As a result, modern crafts are no longer
a fun and diverse home activity; rather, it makes art and redefines its social stigma
through a progressive agenda of liberation, personalization, and identity subculture,
emerging as a multi-billion dollar industry (Jakob, 2013, 127). Therefore, in this
article, the modern handicraft movement, which includes women's cultural
production, dual activities and entrepreneurship in the digital age, is studied.

METHODOLOGY

The data are obtained from in-depth and semi-structured interviews with more
than 40 women active in the field of modern handicrafts in the context of the virtual
network Instagram. The interview is based on the actual situation of the
management leader and the main questions related to the topic are asked in all
interviews. During the interview, it was ensured that the interviewee was not
guided. Although after 25 interviews, the data process was determined and
saturation was obtained, but until the theoretical saturation was reached, the
interviews continued up to 40 people. The average duration of the interview was
two hours. From these in-depth interviews, 1,200 pages of text were obtained, which
were then coded and analyzed accordingly in the next step.

FINDINGS

The changes in the field of handicraft economics have been so great that today in
the age of cloud computing, mobile applications and social networks, we have to ask
ourselves whether there will be handicrafts without the Internet? Belonging to
handicrafts as work/lifestyle is largely linked to accessible social networks and the
reality of permanent "always on". This is a common feature among all practitioners
of modern handicrafts. But despite this common feature, builders do not form an
integrated group; rather, there are significant differences between them. At least two
types in the field of modern handicrafts can be named: professionals and amateurs.
Professionals are actually the talented designers or builders who often train and
hold specialized workshops to earn more money. In contrast, amateurs or self-
taught students are not necessarily from art schools or have not received any
workshop training. They are often self-taught and seek out a wide range of general
audiences for their handicrafts, a large community of buyers in virtual networks or
craft fairs and are proud of their self-made labels and values. But on the other hand,
when we deal with "professionals”, we often hear phrases such as: “I am an artist."
These significant differences have shaped the field of modern handicrafts in Iran.

CONCLUSION

Today, the line between "art” and "handicraft” has become much narrower. From
the 1960s, many craftsmen around the world cut ties with industry and sought
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INTRODUCTION

What we know today as handicrafts has historically been controversial. Until the
late nineteenth century, handicrafts were not considered "art" at all and had been
largely removed from art history. In that period, "art" and "handicrafts" were two
opposing types of aesthetics, organization and ideology of work, which were
distinguished in their emphasis on the standards of usefulness, skill, taste and
beauty. From the late nineteenth and the early twentieth centuries, with the advent
of the arts and crafts movement in Britain and the United States, the status of
handicrafts changed. In the 1970s, with the rise of the role of "designer makers’,
terms such as "conceptual’, "non-functional’, "one-off’, "artist-craftsman", "artist-
potter”,
developments fueled an old and highly controversial tension in the art community,

non

textile-artist”, "designer-maker” entered the literature of this field. These

namely ‘commerce versus art’, and also sparked a war between amateurs and
professionals in the field (Cochran, 1992, 105). Over time, however, a new concept
called "creative industries” emerged and replaced the old ones. From this decade
onwards, the turbulent position of handicrafts is formed in the framework of
creative industries. Therefore, in relation to the position of handicrafts, three
periods can be distinguished: the first is the one in which handicrafts are classified
under the dual high/low, in the second period, with the emergence of arts and crafts
movement in Britain and its spread in the world, we see the proximity of artists and
masters. Finally, in the third period, with the advent of creative industries, which on
the one hand are associated with amateur ethics and on the other with the growth of
professional action, the position of handicrafts could change. Exclusively in relation
to the third period, a significant body of academics studied the emergence of new
models of creative economics in the light of Web 2 culture (Jenkins, 2008; Banks,
2008; Tapscott & Williams, 2006). These studies have been particularly relevant to
the role of “Etsy”, the world's largest online handicraft sales site. In these studies, it
has been stated that Etsy, as a market place, has blurred the line between
professional and amateur works and has made the discussion of work more
complex in general (Lipard, 2010, 483). The question that arises here is whether in
today's world, following the movement of handicrafts towards the “post-
professional” era (Van Abel et al., 2011, 30-31), the concepts of "amateur” and
"professional” have lost their application? This article intends to answer this basic
question through qualitative-exploratory study and through this case tries to
address the position of modern handicrafts in Iran.

PURPOSE

Women studied in this article do not engage in handicrafts to a large extent as
entertainment, rather as self-employed or ambitious professionals for whom
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ABSTRACT

The status of handicrafts has always been controversial throughout history. In this regard,
three periods can be distinguished: the first, in which, handicrafts are classified as poor
cousins of fine arts, under the dual high/low, the second with the emergence of arts and
crafts movement, where we see the position of artists and craftsmen, and finally, in the
third period, we see the emergence of creative industries, which on the one hand is
associated with the concept of self-improvement (amateur) and on the other with the
reproduction of the discourse hegemony of sublime arts. Many academic writings have
focused on the emergence of these new models of creative economics in the shadow of
Web 2 culture. Research has shown that Etsy, as an e-commerce market, blurs the line
between professional and amateur works and complicates the debate. The question that
arises here is whether in today's world, with the movement of handicrafts towards the
“post-professional” era’, have the concepts of "amateur” and "professional” lost their
application? The starting point of this article is here and it intends to answer this through
qualitative-exploratory studies, also in order to address the position of modern
handicrafts in Iran. For this purpose, two types of builders are separated from each other:
professionals and amateurs. Each brigade has its own unique characteristics. Professionals
are art graduates who describe their work in terms of specific concepts. Amateurs, on the
other hand, are self-taught artists.
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industries
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integration of law and literature from the perspective of interdisciplinary studies
can expand the awareness of people and experts, including literary genius who can
be effective in treating social anomalies by paying close attention to a legal problem
or issue. Therefore, this issue is very new, necessary and practical, and undoubtedly
a novel step in eliminating the problems faced by the society.



FINDINGS

Discipline bias: Although most humanities thinkers claim scientific neutrality,
discipline bias cannot be ignored in all stages related to the research process.
Because they have been accustomed to the findings and results of their field for a
long time, and now it will be difficult to get out of these molds and put aside
discipline bias.

Specialized terms: Language is yet another obstacle in this way in the sense that
the field of literature and law has its own technical terms and based on the same
specialized language, present research findings to scientific communities. Now, in
an interdisciplinary process, it will be critical to adopt words and language that are
understandable to all and lead to awareness of the research results.

Lack of financial support from organizations and other actors: Lack of sufficient
knowledge of such studies and falling into the repetitive form of specialization and
fear of wasting capital and energy, will traditionally be the tendency towards
specialized studies in the same field.

Lack of compliance with prerequisites and preparation of appropriate programs:
Other obstacles to interdisciplinary studies of literature and law and in general of
each of the humanities can be noted non-compliance with requirements and
development of appropriate programs. It explains that at least one undergraduate
course should include one or two courses called interdisciplinary studies, to guide
students and introduce them to these topics.

CONCLUSION

Interdisciplinary studies are multidimensional issues and phenomena whose
dimensions are beyond the limited capacity of a field of human knowledge. As a
result, a comprehensive understanding of the multidimensional phenomena of the
universe requires a scientific transition from discipline and specialization to
contemplation. By a comparative analysis of interdisciplinary studies of literature and
law, with a new perspective on some of the classic works of Persian literature such as
Shahnameh, Kelileh wa Demneh and Golestan, we find that these works can be
analyzed differently. It is noteworthy that the future of research in the fields of
literature and law will not be limited to theoretical topics rather researchers would
provide purposeful and systematic studies to solve a problem than just to describe it.

NOVELTY

So far, limited research has been conducted in the field of interdisciplinary studies
on law and literature, which is due to the lack of awareness of the capacity of such
studies and their abandonment. The absence of such interdisciplinary research and
the noticeable gap in such fields prompted the authors to accomplish this study. The
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INTRODUCTION

In the world of tradition, based on prevailing traditions, anyone through own ability
could “chain” knowledge and science from the beginning to the end. The
consequence of such a process is the cultivation of "wisdom" and mastery over all
knowledge, even if it was a small particle. The authority of people over philosophy,
wisdom, theology, medicine, physics, arithmetic and geometry, astronomy, etc. was
the result of such a traditional approach that taught science from the bottom to the
top and from the root to the stem and all branches to the end to eventually lead to
wisdom. But in the modern world, in the process of moving from "becoming a
scientist” to "expertise”, it is necessary for them to pay attention to the details of the
issues and specialize in a field or subject, and this doubles the necessity of turning to
interdisciplinary studies.

PURPOSE

This research seeks to present a number of requirements and necessities of
interdisciplinary studies of literature and law, along with obstacles to this issue, and
through this and by providing objective examples, emphasizes the necessity of
conducting such researches. As such, this research seeks to answer the following
questions: How can the interdisciplinary research utilize the capacities of the two
disciplines of law and literature in order to answer multifaceted problems and social
and legal problems? How can the literary texts and legal reports in these texts help
understand the principles and concepts related to legal knowledge? What are the
barriers to interdisciplinary studies of literature and law?

METHODOLOGY

The process of data collection in this research is library method while the data were
analyzed through qualitative, reasoning and inductive methods. The methodology is
based on the principles and foundations of interdisciplinary studies that are
common in the aforementioned fields. Such studies have become a need of modern
society and transformed into modern and postmodern world. Factors such as:
structural-functional developments in the field of science, major paradigm shifts,
developments in information and communication technology, globalization and
technological developments, formation and turning to interdisciplinary discussions,
especially in the field of humanities. The methodological approach of
interdisciplinary studies is such that it can be said that it could pave the way from
the traditional approach to the modern one in the higher education system and
curriculum planning as well as the inefficiency of the academic system in the
processes of modern transformation and dynamism of human society are other
areas of interdisciplinary studies.
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ABSTRACT

In the contemporary higher education system, "interdisciplinary studies” has gained a
prominent place and has become a basic need in academia and in the process of science
production, which in addition to expanding knowledge and using the capacities of
neighboring disciplines, opens up new frontiers in the field of research, responds to
solving multifaceted problems as well as avoiding crises caused by a single discipline. The
purpose of this study is that looking at the visible and hidden capabilities of the two fields
of legal studies and literary studies and using the scientific mechanisms of each of them,
can provide a basis for researchers in these two fields to help in new scientific approaches
and meet the needs of human societies. The findings of the present study, which is based
on a library-based methodology and qualitative data analysis, is that interdisciplinary
studies in literature and law are a social and academic necessity, and the results can be
used in both the realms of literature and law. They can also be effective in spreading the
level of rationality and social justice, discovering new intellectual realms, analyzing and
recognizing the mistakes of the proponents of these two scientific fields, raising the level
of flexibility of researchers, closing the communication gaps between the two experts.

Keywords: interdisciplinary studies, legal and literary concepts, functions
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1. To exist is to resist;
2. Preservation of existence is a political praxis; and
3. There can be no liberation of the individual without a collective effort.

NOVELTY

Against philosophical readings involving the predominance of the mind over the
body, Spinoza grants the body a status equal to that of the mind. Deleuze on the
other hand, faced with readings that maintain the domination of the subject,
elevates the object instead of lowering it. So, the transcendental empiricism
approach undertaken in this study, through the analysis of body-subjects in the
conditions of real experience, prevents analysis of history of the present from falling
into idealism of subject-oriented or materialism of body-oriented.
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characterized by the transformation of subjugated body-subjects into liberated
body-subjects, and of the people into the multitude.

FINDINGS

During the Iranian constitutional movement, the multitude was embodied in the
form of Anjumans. Challenging the power of landlords, local rulers and even the
king; empowering the poor, the homeless and the hungry; public staging of theatre;
movement of founding schools and reading rooms; public vaccination of children;
demand for reclamation of captive Quchani girls; demanding equal civil rights for
women and religious minorities; and protests against economic concessions granted
to foreign states; all these together express a creation of the new in the socio-
political sphere of Iran.

During the movements occurred between1941and1953, the multitude was
actualized in the form of unions. The realization of egalitarian demands to decrease
working hours and increase salaries, to have equal salary for women and to prohibit
child labor; the struggle to end the British Oil Company exploitation; active
participation in the 30" of Tir uprising (21 July, 1952) and the restoration of
Mosaddegh into power which was accomplished, for the first time, neither by the
appointment from the king nor by the designation of parliament, all were new
experiences made possible through disintegration of sensory-motor schemas.

Bio-resistance was also actualized, along with the political struggles in 1979, as
the social dimension of revolution. Here Shuras were exemplary actualizations of
the multitude emerged against the structures of social inequality. They expressed a
collective attempt that displayed the democratic control of the subaltern
populations over the redistribution of resources, power and opportunity. Then the
activities of shuras including city shuras, neighborhoods shura and labor shuras had
brought about a model of self-realization and cooperation in social life.

CONCLUSION

Anjumans, unions and shuras were political interludes displaying the possibility of a
democratic social life. A possibility realized in the period between the collapse of the
old and the blossoming of the new order within three moments of the constitutional
movement, the social movements between 1941-1953, and the 1979 revolution. Bio-
resistance is a virtual force that is actualized in multitude. When the domination of
“biopower” puts the life at risk the “will to power”, calling upon the existential
power of “bio-resistance”, challenges the institutional power of “biopower.”
Therefore, whereas “biopower” is indeed a project to suppress the desire,

<

subjugating the life by separating the bodies from their power, “bio-resistance” is an
alternative to “bio-power”, a revolutionary process to liberate desire, body, and life.
The results derived from the findings of this study guide us to three fundamental
principles:

I‘nter_disg:iplinaw -
Studies in the Humanities

11

Abstract




.. Interdisciplinary
Studies in the Humanities

10

Volume 14
Issue 2
Spring 2022

INTRODUCTION

In this paper, we try to clarify the formation of “bio-resistance” in the contemporary
Iranian history through a problematization of this concept in an interdisciplinary
perspective inspired by theories and methods drawn from philosophy, history,
anthropology, and sociology. For Spinoza, the essence of everything is a part of the
infinite power of Nature to exist, and “conatus” is the endeavor to preserve essence
or natural law of preservation of existence. He believes that everything, in so far as it
is in itself, endeavors to persist in its own being. Deleuze, on the other hand,
describes the productive force of life according to the Nietzschean concept of the
“will to power”. When the bodies are struck by a decrease in the capacity for action
and existential power, it is the “will to power” which calls on the bodies to search for
their lost power. The affinity between the concepts of “will to power” and “conatus”
leads us to the notion of bio-resistance as the social manifestation of these concepts.
It can thus be said that bio-resistance is a collective effort of body-subjects towards
self-preservation that resists social subjugation at every moment. Here, the concept
of bio-resistance has, in this regard, been formulated through an integrated reading
of Spinoza and Deleuze. Bio-resistance is actualized via the formation of a
multitude, and the condition of its being actualized is a pure optical and sound
situation. In this liberating situation, the liberated body-subjects are created
through a break from their identity dependence, economic interests, and ideological
beliefs, so as to actualize the multitude and effectuate bio-resistance by egalitarian
endeavors.

PURPOSE

The purpose of this paper is to analyze the moments, in which, the life rejects the
authoritarian determinations of the political power. Here, we have applied the term
bio-resistance to those moments of indeterminacy, in which, the population as the
social body do not acquiesce to representations anymore and seek to create new
values rather than assume the established ones.

METHODOLOGY

We have used the genealogical method and the transcendental empiricism
approach. The first method is applied not in terms of following the lineage of a
phenomenon up to its origin, rather as a way to know the processes of genesis and
creation of that phenomenon. Genealogy is, in this respect, a philosophical-
historical qualitative method that, unlike conventional approaches, looks for gaps
and breaks in historical processes, traces the genesis of a phenomenon in its
historical singularity, and seeks to analyze the history of the present as opposed to
the search for an origin. Using the genealogical method, we have searched for the
emergence of bio-resistance in moments of the contemporary Iranian history
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ABSTRACT

This paper seeks to explicate "bio-resistance” in an interdisciplinary perspective inspired
by political philosophy, history, anthropology, and sociology. Here the concept of "bio-
resistance” is formulated along the lines of thought drawn from an integrated reading of
Spinoza and Deleuze. Using the genealogical method and the transcendental empiricism
approach, this paper has also undertaken a historical study on the emergence of multitude
as a product of the actualization of "bio-resistance". In the contemporary Iranian history,
population as the multitude has been realized within the period between the collapse of
the old and the blossoming of the new order during Constitutional Movement and Social
Movements between1941 and 1953, as well as during in the 1979 Iranian Revolution. In
each of these moments, Anjumans, Unions, and Shuras can be regarded as forms of
multitude which displayed the collective resistance of subaltern groups against "bio-
power". "Existence” is the immanent cause of life, and human beings faced with dangers
threatening their existence, tend to be united under a common destiny. "Bio-resistance” is
thus a collective political activity in the service of self-preservation, made possible by the
transformation of subjugated body-subjects into liberated ones in pure optical and sound
situations. The results of this study guide us to three fundamental principles: 1. To exist is
to resist; 2. Preservation of existence a political praxis; 3. There can be no individual
liberation without a collective effort.
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the principle of Rawls difference. Thus, it can be said that although many people may
consider themselves "entitles”, the prevailing atmosphere in the definition of justice
in the network is "sensitivity to justice for the most deprived.” Finally, the national \
transnational definition of epistemic justice was also known. In periods when local
issues (city, village or province) are closer to issues such as human rights or linked to
other definitions and dimensions of justice and other current or historical issues
through intertextuality, justice will also find a national or global definition.

A review of policy-making also shows that cultural governance, a top-down, and
otherizing approach have always made young people subject to policy-making. Also,
policy-based and community-based non-governmental organizations, parties and
organizations that lead to youth involvement in major decision-making were not very
effective. In particular, in the policies of young people's lifestyles, otherization has
become more intensified. This pathological attitude has also gained a police and
judicial face in recent years and the field of cultural policy has become the one for
objectifying women, stigmatizing various youth groups, and policing youth affairs.

CONCLUSION

There is a big gap between definitions of epistemic justice from the perspective of
youth that come from their conversations, and policymakers' definitions. Paying
attention to young people's definitions of various issues, epistemic justice in everyday
life in particular, can help policy-makers bridge gaps. However, only by using the
youth's participation in meaning-making and decision-making will, we see the
elimination of the feeling of epistemic injustice.

NOVELTY

This research considers the issue of epistemic justice in both conceptual and
experimental dimensions. Methods of constructing this form of justice were
examined at the level of daily life as the deepest and as the most structural level in the
policy dimension. On the other hand, a comparative study of these two levels was
conducted, which is very effective in Iranian society, which has a lot of cultural
complexity and experiences a level of social and political alienation.
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INTRODUCTION

This study aims to examine the need to address epistemic justice and how to achieve
it at the theoretical level and its construction at the experimental level. Thus, we
intend to study the construction of epistemic justice in testimonial and hermeneutical
domains of the daily life of Iranian youth and related policies. Finally, we seek to
bridge the permanent gap between everyday life studies and policy studies.

METHODOLOGY

The research method is virtual ethnography and carried out using Judgmental
sampling and samples including the pages of youth with the age range of 18 to 35
years, from different gender, ethnic and class groups in Iran that are on members of
Facebook (Meta), Twitter, Instagram and YouTube and in a way, they express
themselves or talk about epistemic justice. An analysis of cyberspace writings and
policy texts was done through thematic analysis whereas image analysis was done
through semiotics. Credibility and reliability commensurate with the qualitative
approach were obtained through long-term presence in the field and continuous
observation.

FINDINGS

The findings indicate two types of otherization. The first is through the exclusion of
non-standard groups through language and emphasis on a systematic relationship of
dichotomies, including elite / non-elite, strong / weak with different binaries such as
center (Tehran) dweller / other cities dweller, male / female, adult / young, educated
/ uneducated, and so on. Another type of epistemic alienation and marginalization
also involve the formal reading of the definition of criterion, which is an ideological
definition. These otherizations have three important consequences. The first is the
contrast between official rulings and opinions of the people, that is due to differences
in discourses and meaning-making and the existence of a bipolar space. Differences
in perceptions in cultural policy, foreign policy, international treaties, civil movement
laws, and the like have made the definitions of youth and other subcultures different
from those of official institutions. This dissimilarity extends from the most objective
level, the definitions of material life (distributive justice) to judicial justice and
freedom. The second consequence is the polarization of society and being voiceless.
Many subcultures believe that they are in the minority because they do not belong to
certain political tendencies and are considered as "other”. The most important thing
that bothers this group is that their voices are not heard because not only are their
words not the words of a dominant discourse (hermeneutical injustice) but they are
not members of any decision-making organizations (testimonial injustice). The third
consequence is the problematization of difference. Many of the posts show the plight
of victims of justice (distribution of wealth, status and credibility). There is a view on
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ABSTRACT

Justice is one of the most important issues in Iranian society. The main issue of the present
study is epistemic justice and the gap between its definitions in everyday life and policy
making domains. For that matter, we purposefully selected the pages of young users on
social media networks of Instagram, Twitter, Facebook, YouTube and Telegram and then
conducted their virtual ethnographic, thematic and semiotic analyses. Thereafter,
policymaking texts were thematically analyzed, as well. While the findings of cyberspace
confirmed the existence of hermeneutical (epistemic) injustice; we saw two types of
otherization in space where the first is elitist and the second is based on reading of the
dominant discourse of being the criterion that people are trying to confront with. The
consequences of these otherizations include the contrast between official rulings and
opinions of the people, the polarization of the society, being voiceless and probelmatization
of difference. Epistemic justice at both national and transnational levels that are connected
to each other manifested itself in the data. A review of relevant policy documents confirms
the lack of opportunities for youth participation in macro decision-making, inattention to
different lifestyles, otherization, pathological attitudes and policing and judicialization of
issues. It seems that by eliminating the shortcomings of existing programs and
operationalizing them, taking advantage of the academic capacity of universities and
moving from abyssal thinking through radical plurality and de-linking, we can see the
elimination of epistemic injustice, especially among the youth.

Keywords: epistemic justice, testimonial justice, hermeneutical justice, release from
epistemic injustice
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