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REV = Last Firms’ forecast of quarter q earnings
— First Firms’ forecast of quarter q earnings

1. earnings expectation path
2. Sign of the Forecast Revision (REV)
3. Sign of the Earnings Surprise (SURP)
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performance, reduce risk, or delay the negative consequences of investment. In
other words, considering the effect of fluctuations in behavior on the expected
profit pattern increases the quality of the standard pattern. Current profit patterns
are based on the assumption that investors' expectations are determined through
corporate factors at one point of time and the cohesion and resistances effective on
them are not considered.



FINDINGS

The first hypothesis of the research states that the information content of quarterly
profits can be modeled by examining the expected profit path of companies. As can
be seen in the table, the probability level of the profit variable is equal to 0.0059 and
considering that it is less than 5%, the first hypothesis is confirmed. The second
hypothesis states that the behavior of investors can be modeled by examining the
expected path of companies' profits. As can be seen in the table, the probability level
of the profit variable is equal to 0.0162 and considering that it is less than 5%, the
hypothesis is confirmed.

Based on the results of approximation of patterns, it can be concluded that the
research patterns are significant because the amount of probability error level
related to F data is less than 5%. As a result, the significance of the model is accepted
at the 95% confidence level. Also, according to the amount of the camera-Watson
patterns, it can be concluded that the research patterns do not have the correlated
problem.

CONCLUSION

Behavioral economics is compiled to encourage the emerging discrepancy between
the efficient market hypothesis and reality, deeper psychology-focused insights as
an important factor in financial theory. Due to the integration of different scientific
knowledge, behavioral economics better explains market anomalies and financial
behavior of individuals. The theoretical assumption of the labor market believes
that investors set fair prices while competing for big profits. In order to better
understand individual financial behavior, behavioral theory of psychology,
sociology and anthropology is applied. An efficient market is associated with the
theory of logical expectations, including the evaluation of all information related to
property. However, if there are many irrational investors and their financial
behavior is not correlated and their transactions are unreliable and have impact on
prices, these are outcome of a very poor assessment of the impact of unsuitable
investors in the market. If investors are irrational, their financial decisions set
prices, although they do not change the value of financial assets. As a result, rational
investors can sell very valuable assets or buy low-value ones, and thus make a profit,
as long as the price of the valuable asset converges.

NOVELTY

With regard to research findings, board of directors should pay more attention to
conservative practices because, in case of non-implementation of related
procedures, it will take longer to determine the performance consequences.
Companies need to be aware of the risks and opportunities associated with changes
to the behavior of investors because they may provide an opportunity to improve
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INTRODUCTION

After the research of Ball and Brown, many studies were conducted in an attempt to
examine and test between accounting numbers and companies' stock prices and
returns, and led to the development of this field of market research. In fact,
subsequent researches in this domain could largely improve the methods of
measuring profits and stock returns and used statistical methods to explain their
relationship. Many criterions were used in these researches, and generally profit and
return were homogenized through pricing or another variable, hence; unexpected
profit and unusual return were used more in these researches. Empirical evidence
from these studies also suggest that unexpected profits explain only a small amount
(less than 5%) of changes in returns. Therefore, the information content of companies'
profits is less than expected, which is probably due to the random step behavior and
the quarterly profits announcement. Stock market reactions differ from advertisement
and news, and in some cases, are not rational, leading to anomalies such as over- or
underpricing. Overreaction and under-reaction occur when people set prices more or
less than the actual amount based on new information. One of the main reasons for
this is the quantitative and qualitative information available to major market players
(Pearson, Sulaeman and Titman, 2018).

PURPOSE

The paper intends to investigate how the announcement of quarterly profits leads to
the provision of information signals to predict future profit expectations from the
perspective of investors and analysts. The study will also address the issue of
whether or not the expected path of current quarterly profits can reflect the future
return of the company's stock.

METHODOLOGY

Based on the accomplished researches, the conceptual framework of the present
study is shown in the above figure. In general, previous researches were analyzed
based on internal or external criterion, while in the holistic and optimal view,
centralized and integrated vision can greatly help an organization achieve its goals.
The present study is descriptive in terms of its purpose and correlational in terms of
nature and method. It is a type of applied research given that this can be used in the
decision-making process of investors. Here, to collect data and information, first the
library method has been used meaning the theoretical bases of the research are
gathered from specialized Persian and Latin books and journals. Then, data were
also collected from statistical and digital archives of the Tehran Stock Exchange
Organization and its official website as well as other related websites.
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ABSTRACT

From the perspective of stock market, the company's profitability expectations can have
different effects on investors’ predictions i.e. about the company’s future profit and return in
proportion to the level of their expectations. As the topic indicates, this study intends to
investigate the stock market reaction to the seasonal profit behavior of high-tech companies
listed on the Tehran Stock Exchange. In order to study the subject matter based on the
regression model of combined data, during 2007-2018 period, data of 240 high-tech companies
listed on the Tehran Stock Exchange were collected and used to test research hypotheses. The
first hypothesis indicates the possibility of the information content modeling of quarterly
earnings based on the expected profits path. Therefore, unexpected earnings can negatively
affect the first earnings forecast. The second hypothesis is confirmed based on the fact that the
investors’ behavior in the market can be modeled by examining the path of expectations
created about companies’ profits. According to economic analysis and behavioral economics
discussions, quarterly profits in high-tech companies have the greatest impact on the
development of intellectual property in the company. The results of the research as a whole
indicate this issue and state that the expected profit path drawn in this research affects the
adjustment of the predicted profit and the behavior of investors.

Keywords: quarterly profit announcement, profit information content, stock market
expectations, expected profit path, high-tech companies
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CONCLUSION

Iranians, as the inhabitants of the great plateau, which covers large parts of the earth from
east to west, had conceptual frameworks that were perfectly in line with the ecological view.
Respect for nature and the four elements have been prevalent among Iranians from the
mythological time. Agriculture and civilization seem to have started on the Iranian plateau,
in other words, Iran is one of the first countries where early humans had much respect for
cultivation and breeding of livestock. Even politics and religiosity in ancient Iran are clearly
marked by the customs of keeping nature alive. Coexistence with nature has been very
popular among Iranians since the adoption of Zoroastrianism. In the Avesta, protecting and
guarding animals, especially those related to livestock and agriculture has been shown to be
very important. These texts show that ancient Iranians did not consider rights only for
human beings, but according to their own thought, rights were considered for each of the
phenomena of the world. Respect for nature has also had a special place in the policies of
kings. Respect for nature and the use of materials related to each region for building towers,
emphasizing agriculture and farming for the people and providing the possibility of these
activities, holding ceremonies based on nature and at the same time with natural changes in
the land are among the things applied by Kings in ancient Iran that are testimonies of the
sanctity of nature and respect for it.

NOVELTY

What distinguishes this article is the study of environmental ideas from three different
perspectives. First, from the perspective of myths, which are known as the first system of
knowledge and collective archetypes of Iranian wisdom and have very deep socio-political
implications. The second is by looking at Zoroastrianism as the first official religion of
ancient Iranians who consider Zarathustra as the promoter of prosperity, peace and
civilization and most historians have praised him. And the third is from the perspective of
policies and actions of ancient Iranian kings and how they adopted policies and taken steps to
conserve biological resources and prevent damage to the environment.
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INTRODUCTION

With an insight into the evolution of ancient ideas in this region, it can be observed that our
ancestors had very positive and close interactions with their surroundings and regarded the
environmental elements in the form of national and spiritual beliefs. Undoubtedly, the
population balanced and commensurate with resources available at the time, the lack of
extravagance in reasonable per capita consumption and, most importantly, the reliance on
beliefs and myths, as well as a comprehensive view of the environment, all played a role in
such interactions. Basically, the laws that governed in ancient times were based on belief
patterns, and the governing policies of that time were based on the notion of protecting the
environmental elements of soil, water, plants and animals. Such patterns are evident in the
thoughts of Zoroaster, and its primitive forms can be seen in the remnants of the sanctity that
are still held in some parts of Iran for some evergreen trees such as ziziphus and cypress.

PURPOSE

The article is an attempt to study the place of the environment in the political thought of
ancient Iran in order to analyze environmental ideas of the predecessors in the framework of
governing policies and existing ideas at that time. What is certain and accrued from the
writings of that time, the attitude of ancient humans towards the environmental phenomena
was comprehensive and based on ethics and beliefs and national ideas. In those days, each
person considered himself as part of the surrounding environment, along with all its physical
and biological elements, and in other words, there was a kind of bio-centric view that man
was only a part of his environment, by analogy. His being was evaluated by his surroundings.

METHODOLOGY

The phenomenological method with an empathetic approach to the environment is the most
appropriate for studying the environmental phenomenon in the thought of ancient Iran. The
environment has never been safe from the negative impact of industrialized and modern
world, and modern man, with his centrality and intellect, has taken steps to make the most of
the environment. By continuously examining the environmental thought of ancient Iranians,
this method considers the role of mythology, Zoroastrian religion and bio-Iranians in
respecting the environment and evaluates the function of this idea in the years of Iranian
monogamy as important and a key.

FINDINGS

Familiarity of the Iranian people with their ancient culture, which was once one of the
world’s first civilizations, had a charter of civil rights and a bio-centric view of nature, will not
be ineffective in their behavior today and awareness for different groups, especially young
people can be very effective in their current attitude towards the environment and the
country's natural resources. Respect for the environment from a religious perspective or in
the form of political thought of kings can be a manifestation of the special attention of
Iranians in the past to their surroundings and the revitalization of the living space.
Undoubtedly, this important issue, if formed in connection with myths, rituals, religions and
rule of kings, can always be consistently raised and be the center of gravity for attention to the
future.
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ABSTRACT

The human perspective has a direct impact on the environment. In the modern era, man has
considered himself in the place of God and has dominated the nature that has resulted in
encroachment upon its privacy and disruption of its cycle. During antiquity, man always
defined himself within the universe and had firm belief that the cycle of nature could not and
should not be disrupted. The manner of man’s interactions with nature and the environment
has been varied and sometimes contradictory in different periods. The existence of a bio-centric
view and the acceptance of the principle that man is part of nature and his life depends on the
surroundings, has led to behavioral occurrence based on the respect for nature and the
environment. Ancient Iranians, too, as one of the world’s first civilizations, have always been at
the forefront of human and environmental issues. The laws governing the ancient world were
based on belief patterns, and the governing policies of that time were based on the notion of the
protection of the environmental elements of soil, water, plants and animals. In this article, apart
from examining the bio-centric perspective on the remaining myths from ancient Iran, as well
as exploring the sources of Zoroastrianism and the Avesta, the relationship between the policies
of kings and rulers and environmental ideas is discussed. This article shows that ancient
Iranians with a bio-centric attitude and using religious propositions tried to satisfy the four
elements of nature and emphasized its preservation.
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"awakening" or the way of "becoming a human architect” which are presented in a
model. Its purpose is to refine the mind of architectural learners from the endless
invasion of information from the environment, and other sources. To achieve that,
the significant position of Hafez's poetry is depicted in a continuous rotation model
by applying effective learning elements of becoming a human architect, namely "self-
consciousness" and "human lived experiences".

NOVELTY

Education of Iranian architecture needs reading local doctrines such as Hafez's
viewpoints. His worldview can be effective in the process of being an architect.
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valuable part of authentic local document that contains pure experiences to convey
the peak of these vivid and imaginative feelings (Ashouri, 1998). Based on the analysis
of the enduring characters of this classical poetry, Hafez was able to establish a link
between various phenomena and human (personal-internal) due to his centrifugal
worldview compared to the centrist view of other classical poets. Hafez lived in a
period full of monophony, absolute suffocation and despotism (Gholam
Hosseinzadeh, 2007) which can be considered as his lived experience. Perhaps his
polyphony and dialectical discourse can be considered as critical or a confrontation
with this "dark age" of society. To counter this "suffocation” and "anti-freedom",
Hafez resorted to symbolic words and sometimes "humor". He created his words in
"poetry" with his destructive worldview and "centrifugal” thought. As a free and
deconstructive human being, using discourse and combining opposites, he was able
to create an effective mental, imaginative and emotional connection between man
and his free emotions in order to lead him to imagine.

Hafez's poetry has become one of the lived resources that provide human beings
with experiences in two stages. The first is Hafez's lived experiences of how, by waking
up to the suffocation and monophony of his time, he creates his "poetic phenomenon"
for dialogue. The second is the lived experience of each individual who finds an
internal relationship between himself and his surrounding while reading his poems.
Hafez with his universal and centrifugal view could unify and include all the domains
raised in various theories such as: Kant's critical thinking, the feelings of empiricists,
the lived experiences of phenomenologists such as Merleau-Ponty and Sartre,
dialectics and Bakhtin's symbolic words, freedom and liberation of thought, Merleau-
Ponty and Heidegger's questioning, polyphony and imaginary forms the peak of
Bakhtin and Bachelard imagination and feeling.

CONCLUSION

By reading Hafez's poems, man first frees his mind of all visual environmental
information and then finds himself in a pure and emotional world. Hafez's poetry
challenges human beings internally in two axes of horizontal and vertical
imagination, that is, the peak of "imaginary forms" or the "polyphony" that is effective
in poetic texts to arouse all the inner and outer senses of the man. There is a new and
fresh experience of contradictions in poetry, which sometimes exaggerates with the
language of humor and sometimes with criticism and therefore, deconstructs the
whole structure of readers' mind instantly. This deconstruction is accompanied by
suffering and pain, such as the concept of "love" present in Hafez's poetry. The
continuous and successive revolutions between man and the existing phenomena in
poetry are an internal agreement among the person (what the environment has made
of him), the self (what is inside each person in a transparent way), and others
(stereotypes refined by deconstruction). The results are "endless self-discovery” and
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INTRODUCTION

The emergence of modernism and invasion of Western values in the academic
education structure of contemporary Iranian architecture have created a kind of
stereotype that despite cultural background and its richness, there is no indication of
the emergence and growth of "human emotions" and "imaginary spaces". Current
architectural products, which are the result of saturating mind and reducing
imaginary effects, indicate the fruitlessness of teaching and learning in the form of
transferring knowledge from one person to another. Therefore, the need to change
one's learning through individual experiences and exploration of the world of
meanings is strongly felt. So learning is regarded as the process of acquiring skill in
how to think and reason, thus leading to self-actualization and self-exaltation. The
growth and development of the architect's new view of phenomena and the expansion
of the mental connection between phenomena (man and nature, man and man) is a
missing link in the Iranian architectural education. To solve this important issue, the
architectural education needs to communicate with other fields. This article tries to
enable the recognition of architectural ideas through a new understanding and
creating a connection between architecture and other experimental, mental and
environmental phenomenon. As such, the current research seeks to answer this
question: how can the human architect’s process of thought be modified through
recognition of human relations with the environment and links among
phenomenon?

PURPOSE

The study tends to recognize architect’s mind and imagination by reading different
theoretical points of views as well as try to find solutions by reading ways toward
learning from lived human experiences containing spirit and emotions.

METHODOLOGY

This qualitative study is carried out through a deep documentary research to
understand the effective connective ways among phenomenon. In order to find
contributing thoughts in becoming an architect, the works of oncologists and
phenomenologists were studies in several stages and place of phenomenology in
teaching and learning was investigated. Then, Hafez’s thoughts and worldviews
through his poetry were discussed in order to assess and establish interdisciplinary
connections.

FINDINGS

Understanding the "lived human experiences” in the category of teaching and
learning in the process of "becoming a human architect" is significant in two ways: 1)
Reading main local sources of each region and, 2) Learning how to think
comprehensively and getting a universal perspective. Persian Classical poetry is a
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ABSTRACT

The contemporary architectural knowledge is affected by the dominance of centrist hegemonies
as well as the swarm of information technology that have captured the human soul and
consequently led to the crystallization of new forms of individual creations other than the actual
creativity. This study aims at changing the learning process of human architect by freeing the
mind from the accumulated information and reading of effective teachings handed down
through human lived experiences that embrace spirit and emotions. This study has been carried
out through a documentary research method to identify the relationship of humans with the
environment and examine the works of phenomenologists in the domains of human, mind and
imagination as well as the within-border roots contributing to connect humans with native
phenomenon such as literature. Going through ontology and Axialism attitudes, we could infer
the lost facets of “how to become human”. The intellectual-philosophical movement of
phenomenology, which emerged at the dawn of the twentieth century, considered lived
experience as the basis of ontology. Thereafter, it was rerouted from pure philosophy to the realm
of “thought” hence, it found its way into schools of architecture by establishing a multi-faceted
link between disciplines and lived experiences. The findings revealed the self-discovered process
of “human architect” in acquiring experiences toward creating human architectural phenomena.
This was studied from two aspects: reading rich sources and within-border roots; and learning
of “how to think” as a universal viewpoint. The reading of Hafez’s poetry and his lived experience
in the process of learning architecture contributes to self-discovery and mental purification and
human, in this way, gains consciousness.

Keywords: self-discovery, consciousness, human architect, mental purification, Hafez poetry
phenomenon
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CONCLUSION

University can be an active actor in promoting peace through its functions and as a
diplomatic actor. It is believed that these goals will be achieved within the
framework of a sustainable university model. According to Calder & Smith, at the
sustainable university, there is accurate planning for the training of students and
faculty as well as the support for research -especially interdisciplinary research.
Sustainability is also reflected in university social services, student life, and policy-
making (Calder and Smith, 2009, 94). Furthermore, a sustainable university is
future-oriented, does not ignore global concerns, is purposeful, and at the same
time has a coherent plan in pursuit of sustainable goals. Accordingly, in addition to
structural, managerial, educational, and research changes, it can actively pursue
sustainability and peace.
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Diagram 1. The role of university in spreading culture of peace

NOVELTY

This research has tried to highlight the importance of peace to academics and
executives by:

1) Introducing the university as an active actor in promoting the culture of
peace and adopting a comprehensive view. In addition to the role of academic
functions, the university's role as a think tank and as a tool to advance the goals of
modern diplomacy has been studied.

2) Introducing the model of a sustainable university as a suitable model in
promoting peace and sustainability.
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INTRODUCTION

With ever-increasing globalization in today’s world, the phenomenon has caused
widespread and general challenges for all of us. Since these challenges are related to
the almost exact domain of human lives, handling them requires cooperation
among all actors in a peaceful environment, including individuals, nations, and
governments. Similarly, the fulfillment of peace, as an interdisciplinary issue, needs
consensus and collective efforts. With the same aim in recent years, beyond
individual steps, even joint actions have been considered at the level of
governmental or non-governmental organizations. However, despite these efforts,
we still continue to witness the challenges of war and violence, prompting experts
from different areas to study the problem and propound how peace can be
established. Since peaceful insights and attitudes pave the way toward peace, we
need to focus on developing human thoughts. It is believed that education is pivotal
among all institutions that help work directly with thoughts and beliefs.

PURPOSE

The paper intends to evaluate the role of higher education (specifically universities)
in achieving peace or peaceful co-existence in society. The aim is to examine
whether universities can be active actors in promoting a culture of peace through
their functions given the fact that they effectively fostered militarism and violence in
partnership with governments in the past.

METHODOLOGY

The qualitative method has been taken into account in the course of the current
study. For that matter, semi-structured interviews were conducted with twenty
professors and experts in the fields of peace and education. The interview process
continued until the theoretical saturation was achieved. After collecting responses
from interviewees, key phrases were extracted and categorized, with similar and
close phrases being placed in different categories. The desired category about
universities and their role in promoting peace was finally achieved.

FINDINGS

Among the triple functions of a university (education, research, social
responsibilities), academic research is believed to have a prominent role. In other
words, the knowledge produced in academic research centers can be an anti-thesis
of previous assumptions and give people a different perspective on emerging global
issues. Also, professors and students considered an actor in public diplomacy and
have a significant role in resolving misunderstandings. Apart from the political
considerations, the neutral and universal language of science leads to interaction
and dialogue.
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ABSTRACT

The interdependence resulting from globalization and the common crisis individuals face
make the cooperation among scholars and researchers of different disciplines inevitable.
Since promoting the culture of peace has become a significant concern for researchers,
managing the current complicated situation needs a peaceful environment. Today, a wide
range of studies emphasize the importance of peace believing it can bring calmness, security,
stability as well as sustainability. Considering knowledge and awareness as primary concepts
in shaping insights, attitudes, and peaceful behavior, the current paper has tried to study the
role of a university in promoting the culture of peace. Through a qualitative method and
semi-structured interviews with experts in the education domain, a hypothesis was
discussed: "the university is an active actor in promoting the culture of peace through its
functions (education, research, and social responsibility) and playing a crucial role in
diplomacy institution." Based on theoretical and field studies findings, a sustainable
university model was found to be an effective one for peace promotion, a university that
institutionalizes sustainability in educational, research, and social services.
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software, two strong scenarios and 104 weak scenarios were obtained. The two
strong scenarios according to possible situations of key factors were named as
Phoenix and Peacock. In the Phoenix scenario (as a symbol of happiness and well-
being), the potential situation of key factors is in good condition and assumed to
realize the university social responsibility. In the Peacock scenario (as a symbol of
beauty and pride), the possible situation of key factors found to be in crisis and
lacked the university social responsibility.

CONCLUSION

Based on the findings, the Phoenix scenario is the best and most desirable situation
for social responsibility of higher agricultural education. The conditions for
realizing this scenario include constructive change in policies of government in the
area of higher education, a complete desire of academics for social orientation in
their main areas of activities, the constructive change of professional development
approaches toward community-based empirical learning, realizing the network
cooperation of university with the government and society in the frameworks such
as ecological and entrepreneurship innovation as well as the full integration of
indigenous knowledge along with formal academic knowledge. On the contrary, if a
Peacock scenario occurs with five complete crisis situations, it leads to the most
desirable future for the higher agricultural education and the situation of the target
groups will be extremely vulnerable. The feedback on this situation will be the
reduction of social and institutional prestige of higher education. Therefore, it is
logical and desirable that policymakers and managers of higher agricultural
education seriously strive to achieve the desired scenario (Phoenix), which requires
a transition to the university socially responsibility.

NOVELTY

The significance and novelty of this study i.e. the futuristic research on the
university social responsibility is to identify key factors driving universities to social
responsibility, explain the possible, probable and preferable future of university
social responsibility and formulate possible scenarios and select the preferable ones
for such responsibility.



axial codes or conceptual classes. Thus, 14 items were obtained as axial drivers of
university social responsibility in higher agricultural education.

Step 2. Identifying key drivers of university social responsibility in higher
agricultural education through cross impact analysis

The structural/cross impact analysis method was used with MicMac software to
extract main factors influencing the future status of USR.

Table 1. Primary analysis of cross impact matrix

Relation
. Number -
Matrix . . . Filling
. . of Ineffective | Effective Booster | Empowering | Total
Dimension . Degree
Iterations (zeroes) (Ones) (Twos) (Threes)
14x 14 2 14 89 45 48 182 92/86%

Then, in order to a general analysis of the environment system and utmost to
identify key factors effective on the influence/dependence map of variables were
checked. In the dispersion page analysis, the direct and indirect effects of variables
on university social responsibility can be identified in five categories (influential,
two-dimensional, regulatory, dependent, and independent)

Indirect influence/dependence map

Direct influence/dependence map

Var0s)

\-'5106‘ Vardl
Varl7 I . Varll
Var0d &l
Varl2 N,
Varl3 I Varl2
= Varll @ 7.
g §Varl Var(3 g (arl3 5
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= - Var(3
Var(3 Var0j
Varld War(8
Varl4, n
T Farld Varld
Varl0)
Varl0
dependance dependance

cattering of vriables based on their direct and indirect effects (Source: Research findings)

Step 3. Scenario writing of university social responsibility in higher agricultural
education

In accordance with the findings of previous steps, five factors were identified as key
driver in the future social responsibility of higher agricultural education. In this
regard, by designing possible situations and preparing 21x21 matrix again similar to
the previous step in determining key factors, a questionnaire was prepared and
emailed to the participating expert group. Based on the data processing in this
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INTRODUCTION

Economic, social, and environmental changes in the contemporary world and the
emergence of a knowledge-based economy have increased the expectations of
universities in dealing with social problems (Vazquez et al, 2014). These
expectations and implications have also caused the emergence of new concept called
university social responsibility (Grau et al, 2017). University Social Responsibility is
an institutionalized expectation from the university to address the current and
future needs of internal and external stakeholder’s i.e. social welfare, quality of life,
equality, eliminating social and environmental damages, and promoting peace,
coexistence and sustainable development. As a matter of fact, the university focuses
its education, research, specialized services and other functions on social
accountability to these social expectations (Baradaran Haghir et al, 2019).
University Social Responsibility requires to identify not only the current problems,
but also the future challenges of the society. Therefore, foresight with a social
responsibility approach in higher agricultural education can pave the way for
understanding the key issues and challenges in this area and as a result, planning for
capacity building and an appropriate action.

PURPOSE

The aim of this futuristic study is to identify the key factors driving universities to
social responsibility and explain the probable, possible and desirable futures of
university social responsibility as well as formulate possible scenarios and select the
optimal one for the same.

METHODOLOGY

This is a descriptive-analytical research conducted in three sequential steps. In the
first, based on the focus group method (exploratory type), the drivers of social
responsibility in higher agricultural education were identified. In the second step,
the effect of each factor on the other was investigated in accordance with the extent
of direct and indirect effects through MicMac software and hence, key drivers were
identified. In the third step, based on the scenario method, 21 possible and probable
situations in the future of social responsibility of higher agricultural education were
defined. ScenarioWizard software was used to gain the scenarios. Finally, this
software, according to Ganmatrix, allowed the extraction of high probability, low
probability and high compatibility scenarios.

FINDINGS

Step 1. Identifying drivers of university social responsibility in higher agricultural
education

After reviewing the participants' discussions in the focus group meeting, the content
analysis was performed in two stages. First, after the review of the impressions of
the participating team, 42 themes or initial code were extracted. Second, in order to
summarize the initial list and achieve richer conceptual codes, the items were re-
formulated based on thematic subscription and conceptual similarity in the form of
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ABSTRACT

In the future, the issue of university social responsibility (USR) will be expanded to a variety
of domains of local, national and international communities. Since the social responsibility
of higher education in the future transformation process requires a futuristic approach, the
current study aims to focus on the same in higher agricultural education. Three main steps
were taken in the course of this study. First, based on the focus group approach, drivers of
university social responsibility in higher agricultural education were identified. Then, using
the interactive analysis method as well as MicMac software, five key drivers were selected
from among the 14 identified divers. Key factors were defined with expert opinions based
on the idea of scenario writing on 21 possible and probable situations in the future of
university social responsibility. And then by forming 21x21 matrix and applying expert
knowledge in assessing the impact of each situation on the occurrence or non-occurrence of
other situation, 2 contrasting scenarios (Phoenix and Peacock) as strong ones and 104
scenarios with low and weak probably occurrences were extracted using ScenarioWizard
4.31 software. The phoenix scenario represents the realization of university social
responsibility for sustainable local and regional development whereas the peacock scenario
stresses that the university as a separate entity lacks social responsibility. In other words,
these scenarios indicate the futuristic vision of the university’s social responsibility.

Keywords: University social responsibility, agricultural higher education, future studies,
scenario analysis

1. Department of Agricultural Extension and Education, Faculty of Agricultural & Rural Civil
Engineering, Agricultural Sciences & Natural Resources University of Khuzestan, Ahvaz, Iran

2. Assistant Professor, Department of Agricultural Extension and Education, Faculty of
Agricultural & Rural Civil Engineering, Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources University
of Khuzestan, Ahvaz, Iran (Corresponding Author)

P4 s.muhammad@asnrukh.ac.ir

3. Department of Agricultural Extension and Education, Facultyof Agricultural Management
Gorgan University of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources, Golestan, Iran


https://dx.doi.org/10.22035/isih.2021.369
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0
mailto:s.muhammad@asnrukh.ac.ir
mailto:s.muhammad@asnrukh.ac.ir

.. Interdisciplinary
Studies in the Humanities

8

Volume 13
Issue 3
Summer 2021

Molas-Gallart, J., Salter, A., Patel, P., Scott, A, & Duran, X. (2002). Measuring third stream
activities. Final report to the Russell Group of Universities. Brighton: SPRU, University of
Sussex.

Mozafari, F., Padashi asl, K., Shamsi, L., & Boudaghi, A. (2011). The evaluation of role and
status of interdisciplinary in relationship of university - industry. Interdisciplinary
Studies in Humanities, 4(1), 25-40. doi: 10.7508/ISIH.2012.13.002

Narin, F., Hamilton, K. S., & Olivastro, D. (1997). The increasing linkage between US
technology and public science. Research policy, 26(3), 317-330. doi: 10.1016/S0048-
7333(97)00013-9

Nason, E., Curran, B., Hanney, S., Janta, B., Hastings, G., O'Driscoll, M., & Wooding, S.
(2011). Evaluating health research funding in Ireland: assessing the impacts of the
Health Research Board of Ireland's funding activities. Research Evaluation, 20(3), 193-
200. doi: 10.3152/095820211X12941371876823

Niederkrotenthaler, T., Dorner, T.E., & Maier, M. (2011). Development of a practical tool to
measure the impact of publications on the society based on focus group discussions
with scientists. BMC public Health, 11, 588. doi: 10.1186/1471-2458-11-588

Phillips, P., Moutinho, L., & Godinho, P. (2017). Developing and testing a method to
measure academic societal impact. Higher Education Quarterly, 00, 1-20. doi:
10.1111/hequ.12154

Priem, J., Taraborelli, D., Groth, P., & Neylon, C. (2010). Altmetrics: A manifesto. Retrieved
from http://altmetrics.org/manifesto

Sedighi, M. (2019). The role of social Media in Assessing the Impact of Research; Case study,
the field of scientometrics. Iranian Journal of Information Processing and Management,
34 (2), 765-792.

Solans-Domeénech, M., MV Pons, J., Adam, P., Grau, J., & Aymerich, M. (2019).
Development and validation of a questionnaire to measure research impact. Research
Evaluation, 28(3), 253-262. doi: 10.1093/reseval/rvz007

Spaapen, J., & Van Drooge, L. (2011). Introducing ‘productive interactions’ in social impact
assessment. Research Evaluation, 20(3), 211-218. doi: 10.3152/095820211X12941371876742

Tajeddini, O., Azami, M., & Mousavi, A. S. (2017). An experimental model of transforming
ideas into effectin humanities Iran. National Studies on Librarianship and Informaion
Organization, 27 (4), 83-101.

Thelwall, M., & Maflahi, N. (2015). Guideline references and academic citations as evidence
of the clinical value of health research. Journal of the Association for Information Science
and Technology. doi: 10.1002/asi.23432

Weilhuhn, P., Helming, K., & Ferretti, J. (2017). Research impact assessment in
agriculture—A review of approaches and impact areas. Research Evaluation, 27(1), 36-
42. doi: 10.1093/reseval/rvx034


https://www.researchgate.net/publication/246796517_Measuring_Third_Stream_Activities
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/246796517_Measuring_Third_Stream_Activities
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/246796517_Measuring_Third_Stream_Activities
https://dx.doi.org/10.7508/isih.2012.13.002
https://dx.doi.org/10.7508/isih.2012.13.002
https://dx.doi.org/10.7508/isih.2012.13.002
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0048-7333(97)00013-9
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0048-7333(97)00013-9
https://doi.org/10.1016/S0048-7333(97)00013-9
https://doi.org/10.3152/095820211X12941371876823
https://doi.org/10.3152/095820211X12941371876823
https://doi.org/10.3152/095820211X12941371876823
https://doi.org/10.3152/095820211X12941371876823
https://doi.org/10.1186/1471-2458-11-588
https://doi.org/10.1186/1471-2458-11-588
https://doi.org/10.1186/1471-2458-11-588
https://doi.org/10.1111/hequ.12154
https://doi.org/10.1111/hequ.12154
https://doi.org/10.1111/hequ.12154
http://altmetrics.org/manifesto
http://altmetrics.org/manifesto
http://altmetrics.org/manifesto
https://jipm.irandoc.ac.ir/browse.php?a_id=3833&sid=1&slc_lang=fa
https://jipm.irandoc.ac.ir/browse.php?a_id=3833&sid=1&slc_lang=fa
https://jipm.irandoc.ac.ir/browse.php?a_id=3833&sid=1&slc_lang=fa
https://doi.org/10.1093/reseval/rvz007
https://doi.org/10.1093/reseval/rvz007
https://doi.org/10.1093/reseval/rvz007
https://doi.org/10.3152/095820211X12941371876742
https://doi.org/10.3152/095820211X12941371876742
http://nastinfo.nlai.ir/article_1089.html
http://nastinfo.nlai.ir/article_1089.html
http://nastinfo.nlai.ir/article_1089.html
https://doi.org/10.1002/asi.23432
https://doi.org/10.1002/asi.23432
https://doi.org/10.1002/asi.23432
https://doi.org/10.1093/reseval/rvx034
https://doi.org/10.1093/reseval/rvx034
https://doi.org/10.1093/reseval/rvx034

Gibbons, M., Limoges, C., Nowotny, H., Schwartzman, S., Scott, P., & Trow, M. (1994). The
new production of knowledge: The dynamics of science and research in contemporary
societies. Thousand Oaks, CA, US: Sage Publications, Inc.

Grant, J. (1999). Evaluating the outcomes of biomedical research on healthcare. Research
Evaluation, 8(1), 33-38. doi: 10.3152/147154499781777658

Hafeznia, M. R. (2017). An introduction to the research method in humanities (total revision
with additions). Tehran, Iran: SAMT.

Hosseini, M. A., kermanshahani, F., Ahmadi, S., Sadeghi, T., Mirbaha, S., & Safarizadeh, M.
(2015). A study on status of knowledge translation in Qazvin university of Medical
Sciences. Research in Medical Education, 7 (2), 52-60.

Islamic world Science Citation database (2019). Ranking of universities and research
institutes of Iran (2017-2018). Retrieved from https://ur.isc.gov.ir/

Joly, P. B, Gaunand, A., Colinet, L., Larédo, P., Lemarié, S., & Matt, M. (2015). ASIRPA: A
comprehensive theory-based approach to assessing the societal impacts of a research
organization. Research Evaluation, 24(4), 440-453. doi: 10.1093/reseval/rvv015

Jones, T. H., & Hanney, S. (2016). Tracing the indirect societal impacts of biomedical
research:  development and  piloting of a  technique based on
citations. Scientometrics, 107(3), 975-1003. doi: 10.1007/s11192-016-1895-4

Klautzer, L., Hanney, S., Nason, E., Rubin, J., Grant, J., & Wooding, S. (2011). Assessing
policy and practice impacts of social science research: the application of the payback
framework to assess the future of work programme. Research Evaluation, 20(3), 201-
209. doi: 10.3152/095820211X13118583635675

Kousha, K., & Thelwall, M. (2015). Patent citation analysis with Google. Journal of the
Association for Information Science and Technology, 68(1), 48-61. doi: 10.1002/asi.23608

Langfeldt, L., & Scordato, L. (2015). Assessing the broader impacts of research: A review of
methods and practices (working paper). Retrieved from https://nifu.brage.unit.no/nifu-
xmlui/bitstream/handle/11250/282742/NIFUworkingpaper2015-8.pdf?sequence=1

Lewison, G., & Sullivan, R. (2008). The impact of cancer research: how publications influence
UK cancer clinical guidelines. British journal of cancer, 98(12), 1944-1950. doi:
10.1038/sj.bjc.6604405

Mansfield, E. (1991). Academic research and industrial innovation. Research Policy, 20(1), 1-
12. doi: 10.1016/0048-7333(91)90080-A

Moghimi, T., Arasteh, H., & Mohammadkhani, K. (2016). A model for improving science
diplomacy through interdisciplinary aspects in higher education and foreign policy
systems: Case study of Khaje Nasir-e Toosi University. Interdisciplinary Studies in
Humanities, 8 (4), 195-224. doi: 10.22035/1SIH.2016.232

Molas-Gallart, J., D’Este, P., Llopis, O., & Rafols, I. (2016). Towards an alternative framework
for the evaluation of translational research initiatives. Research Evaluation, 25(3), 235-
243. doi: 10.1093/reseval/rvv027

Interdisciplinary .
Studies in the Humanities

7

Abstract



https://sk.sagepub.com/books/the-new-production-of-knowledge
https://sk.sagepub.com/books/the-new-production-of-knowledge
https://sk.sagepub.com/books/the-new-production-of-knowledge
https://doi.org/10.3152/147154499781777658
https://doi.org/10.3152/147154499781777658
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=5418737&pageStatus=1&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
http://opac.nlai.ir/opac-prod/search/briefListSearch.do?command=FULL_VIEW&id=5418737&pageStatus=1&sortKeyValue1=sortkey_title&sortKeyValue2=sortkey_author
https://rme.gums.ac.ir/browse.php?a_id=126&sid=1&slc_lang=fa
https://rme.gums.ac.ir/browse.php?a_id=126&sid=1&slc_lang=fa
https://rme.gums.ac.ir/browse.php?a_id=126&sid=1&slc_lang=fa
https://ur.isc.gov.ir/
https://ur.isc.gov.ir/
https://ur.isc.gov.ir/
https://ur.isc.gov.ir/
https://doi.org/10.1093/reseval/rvv015
https://doi.org/10.1093/reseval/rvv015
https://doi.org/10.1093/reseval/rvv015
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11192-016-1895-4
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11192-016-1895-4
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11192-016-1895-4
https://doi.org/10.3152/095820211X13118583635675
https://doi.org/10.3152/095820211X13118583635675
https://doi.org/10.3152/095820211X13118583635675
https://doi.org/10.3152/095820211X13118583635675
https://doi.org/10.1002/asi.23608
https://doi.org/10.1002/asi.23608
https://nifu.brage.unit.no/nifu-xmlui/bitstream/handle/11250/282742/NIFUworkingpaper2015-8.pdf?sequence=1
https://nifu.brage.unit.no/nifu-xmlui/bitstream/handle/11250/282742/NIFUworkingpaper2015-8.pdf?sequence=1
https://nifu.brage.unit.no/nifu-xmlui/bitstream/handle/11250/282742/NIFUworkingpaper2015-8.pdf?sequence=1
https://nifu.brage.unit.no/nifu-xmlui/bitstream/handle/11250/282742/NIFUworkingpaper2015-8.pdf?sequence=1
https://dx.doi.org/10.1038%2Fsj.bjc.6604405
https://dx.doi.org/10.1038%2Fsj.bjc.6604405
https://dx.doi.org/10.1038%2Fsj.bjc.6604405
https://doi.org/10.1016/0048-7333(91)90080-A
https://doi.org/10.1016/0048-7333(91)90080-A
https://dx.doi.org/10.22035/isih.2016.232
https://dx.doi.org/10.22035/isih.2016.232
https://dx.doi.org/10.22035/isih.2016.232
https://dx.doi.org/10.22035/isih.2016.232
https://doi.org/10.1093/reseval/rvv027
https://doi.org/10.1093/reseval/rvv027
https://doi.org/10.1093/reseval/rvv027

.. Interdisciplinary
Studies in the Humanities

6

Volume 13
Issue 3
Summer 2021

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Ahmadi, M., Rasoolzadeaghdam, S., & Mohammadifar, Y. (2012). The obstacles and
solutions in using human sciences research. Interdisciplinary Studies in the Humanities,
4 (2), 17-34. doi: 10.7508/isih.2012.14.002

Atapour, H. (2017). Measuring the Social Impact of Science: Methods, Indicators, and
Challenges. Proceedings of the Second National Conference on Scientometrics (pp 1-13;
Vol. 2). Jan. 26 & 27, 2017, University of Isfahan, Isfahan, Iran.

Azimi, A., Sanatjoo, A., Dayani, M. H., & Fattahi, R. (2017). Knowledge translation and an
assessment of its effectiveness in medical fields. Human Information Interaction, 4 (2), 1-16.

Babalhavaeji, F., Tajedini, O., Nooshinfard, F., & Hariri, N. (2013). Composing self-
evaluation tools for knowledge translation related to social science researchers. Journal
of Academic librarianship and Information Research, 47 (1), 49-64. doi:
10.22059/]JLIB.2013.36211

Beise, M., & Stahl, H. (1999). Public research and industrial innovations in
Germany. Research policy, 28(4), 397-422.

Bornmann, L. (2013). What is societal impact of research and how can it be assessed? A
literature survey. Journal of the American Society for Information Science and
Technology, 64(2), 217-233. doi: 10.1002/asi.22803

Bornmann, L. (2015). Measuring impact in research evaluations: a thorough discussion of
methods for, effects of and problems with impact measurements. Higher Education, 1-
13. doi: 10.1007/510734-016-9995-x

Bornmann, L., & Marx, W. (2014). How should the societal impact of research be generated
and measured? A proposal for a simple and practicable approach to allow interdisciplinary
comparisons. Scientometrics, 98, 211-219. doi: 10.1007/s11192-013-1020-x

Bornmann, L., Haunschild, R., & Marx, W. (2016). Policy documents as sources for
measuring societal impact: how often is climate change research mentioned in policy-
related documents?. Scientometrics, 109(3), 1477-1495. doi: 10.1007/s11192-016-2115-y

Buxton, M., & Hanney, S. (1994). Assessing payback from Department of Health Research
and Development: preliminary report. HERG research report.

CWTS Leiden Ranking 2019. Retrieved from https://www.leidenranking.com/ranking/2019/list

Ehsani, V., Azami, M., Najafi, S. M. B., & Soheili, F. (2017a). The efficacy of Iran increasing
researches in the country development. Iranian Journal of Information Processing and
Management, 32 (3), 631-660.

Ehsani, V., Azami, M., Najafi, S. M. B., & Soheili, F. (2017b). The efficacy of Iran increasing
researches in the country development. Iranian Journal of Information Processing and
Management, 33(1), 25-52. doi: 10.7508/ISIH.2012.14.002

Erfanmanesh, M., Rohani, V. (2014). Correlation among scholarly and social influence
measures of researchers: A case study of scientometrics research, Library and
Information Science, 16(4): 145-171.


https://dx.doi.org/10.7508/isih.2012.14.002
https://dx.doi.org/10.7508/isih.2012.14.002
https://dx.doi.org/10.7508/isih.2012.14.002
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/313078854_snjsh_athrgdhary_ajtmay_lm_rwshha_shakhsha_w_chalshha
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/313078854_snjsh_athrgdhary_ajtmay_lm_rwshha_shakhsha_w_chalshha
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/313078854_snjsh_athrgdhary_ajtmay_lm_rwshha_shakhsha_w_chalshha
https://hii.khu.ac.ir/article-1-2674-fa.html
https://hii.khu.ac.ir/article-1-2674-fa.html
https://dx.doi.org/10.22059/jlib.2013.36211
https://dx.doi.org/10.22059/jlib.2013.36211
https://dx.doi.org/10.22059/jlib.2013.36211
https://dx.doi.org/10.22059/jlib.2013.36211
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0048733398001267
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0048733398001267
https://doi.org/10.1002/asi.22803
https://doi.org/10.1002/asi.22803
https://doi.org/10.1002/asi.22803
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10734-016-9995-x
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10734-016-9995-x
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10734-016-9995-x
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11192-013-1020-x
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11192-013-1020-x
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s11192-013-1020-x
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11192-016-2115-y
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11192-016-2115-y
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11192-016-2115-y
https://www.amazon.com/Assessing-payback-Department-Research-Development/dp/1872166040
https://www.amazon.com/Assessing-payback-Department-Research-Development/dp/1872166040
https://www.leidenranking.com/ranking/2019/list%20at%2028/10/2019
https://www.leidenranking.com/ranking/2019/list%20at%2028/10/2019
https://jipm.irandoc.ac.ir/browse.php?a_id=3217&sid=1&slc_lang=fa
https://jipm.irandoc.ac.ir/browse.php?a_id=3217&sid=1&slc_lang=fa
https://jipm.irandoc.ac.ir/browse.php?a_id=3217&sid=1&slc_lang=fa
https://dx.doi.org/10.7508/isih.2012.14.002
https://dx.doi.org/10.7508/isih.2012.14.002
https://dx.doi.org/10.7508/isih.2012.14.002
http://lis.aqr-libjournal.ir/article_42414.html
http://lis.aqr-libjournal.ir/article_42414.html
http://lis.aqr-libjournal.ir/article_42414.html

CONCLUSION

According to the results of the present study, having working relationship and
contracts between faculty members and other organizations are two main
influential factors on the self-assessment of the social impact of their researches.
Therefore, encouraging faculty members to follow the above patterns could increase
their attitude toward the social impact. In other words, making them more engaged
with real social issues and problems could increase the impact of their researches.

NOVELTY

Applying the survey method for assessing the social impact of research is our
contribution, which helps develop both methods and knowledge in this field.
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FINDINGS

The results of the present study shows that the mean score of self-assessment of
participating faculties was 8.72 and the mean of the research population was
between 8.29 and 9.15 intervals with 95% confidence, which is in the middle of the
range of achievable scores (Table 2). Further analysis shows that the self-assessment
of major departments toward social impact of their researches has significant
difference.

Table 2. Self-assessment of faculties of University of Tabriz in terms of social impact

of researches
Least Most Respondent Sum of Average Lower Upper
impact impact frequency score score bound bound
3 14 90 875 8.72 8.29 9.15

Table 3 shows the domains that from the perspective of those participating in
the research could potentially benefit from the results of researches they had
conducted. According to them, "industry", "environment", "education”, "policy and
policy making" and "agriculture” are potential areas that can apply the results of
their researches.

Table 3. Areas that could potentially benefit from the results of researches
conducted by respondents

Areas that can benefit ~ Basic .. Technical Agricultural
i Humanities K i > Total

from research results Sciences Engineering  Sciences
Poli Li

olicy and policy 6 31 5 10 52
making
Industry 25 7 34 9 75
Environment 17 10 8 26 61
Education 14 27 10 8 59
Agriculture 6 5 3 30 44
Other 12 20 5 7 44

Results also showed the higher the number of faculties’ research contracts with
the other organizations, the higher the self-assessment of them toward the social
impact of their academic research. Furthermore, faculty members of University of
Tabriz who had a working relationship with the other organizations have assessed
the social impact of their research more than those had not been in such
relationship.



The statistical population was faculty members of the University of Tabriz,
which at the time of the study, were 765 members. 20% of them were selected as
sample using the stratified quota sampling method. In total, 153 faculties
participated in this study.

The questionnaire used in this study specifically consists of three sections:
demographic information, quantitative assessments of research outputs, and
questions towards the social impact factor of research. The section on scoring social
impact factor is taken from tools developed by Niederkrotenthaler, Dorner, & Maier
(2011). This tool to measure three quantitative criterion, that is (1) the aim of a
publication that includes (a) acquisition of knowledge, (b) application of knowledge,
and (c) growth in awareness); (2) efforts made by a researcher to transmit their
research results into social action, and (3) the transmission level of results, including
(a) the geographical level of transmission of accomplished results (regional, national,
international), (b) its status (preliminary and permanent) and (c) the target group of
the transmission (individuals, part of society, total population). Table 1 shows these
criteria and indicators tabulated in the form of questions. According to the table, a
score was assigned to the questions related to measuring social impact and by adding
these scores; the minimum and maximum self-assessment of each researcher is

obtained which ranges between three and fourteen.

Table 1. The measurement tool of research social impact

. . Social Impact
Questions Options Score P
While advancing the frontiers of knowledge, is the application of Yes 1
knowledge or increasing public awareness one of your research goals?  No 0

Yes 1
Have you done a press conference on your research findings? : 3
Have you shared your research findings on social mediasuch ~ Yes 1
as Instagram and Twitter? No 0
Have you presented your research findings in forums Yes 1
attributed to general public? No 2

Rural, urban or provincial 1
At what level has your research results been applied to the Regional 2
society? National 3

International 4

Preliminary 1
At what stage have your research results been used?

Permanent 2
Th lts of b d which . Individuals 1
. (fprlzs?u s of your research have served which group o Subpopulation 5

Whole population 3
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INTRODUCTION

Social impact is a scientific term used to describe the effects of science, regardless of
what happens in the traditional system of measuring that impact. In the traditional
system, the impact of science on other scientific works is measured based on
popular indicators such as citation. While the social impact of science, under
various titles, such as social benefits, third stream activities and, social quality
(Bornmann, 2013, 218) is used to measure the environmental, political, cultural,
organizational, and health science (Joly, Gaunand, Colinet, Larédo, Lemarié, &
Matt, 2015, 441).

Due to the remarkable growth in the number of Iranian scientific articles in the
world in recent years, many scientific officials and policymakers emphasize the need
to simultaneously pay attention to social issues in academic researches. There is a
viewpoint that the increasing growth of scientific productions in the world has not
helped solve various economic, political, cultural, and environmental problems in
the country (Ehsani, Azami, Najafi, & Soheili, 2017b). This concept can also be
clearly seen in the viewpoints of officials and experts in media and social networks.
Now, considering the speculations about the social impact of science and the fact
that the progress of science is limited to articles and research projects, the question
arises as what are the viewpoints of researchers themselves about the social impact
of their researches? The answer to this question can help clarify more the existing
viewpoints on the social impact of the country's researches. In order to achieve this
purpose, faculty members of the University of Tabriz were selected for this research.
An investigation of their viewpoints towards the social impact of their researches
can be a manifestation of self-assessment of the social impact of researches in
universities that are outstanding in terms of their scientific and research values.

PURPOSE

This paper intends to use the survey method to investigate the viewpoints of faculty
members of the University of Tabriz towards the social impact of their academic
researches, an aspect that distinguishes the current research from other existing
domestic researches in this field.

METHODOLOGY

Various methods have been proposed to study the social impacts of science. Among
them, three dominant methodological approaches include citation, survey, and case
studies. In this research, the self-assessment of faculty members of the University of
Tabriz towards the social impact of their researches has been studied applying the
survey method.
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ABSTRACT

The paper intends to investigate the viewpoints of faculty members of the University of Tabriz
toward the social impact of their researches. We applied a survey method for the data
collection, with the research population being academic staff, of which, 20% were selected using
stratified quota sampling method. As a whole, 153 faculty members of the University of Tabriz
participated in this study. The results showed that the mean score of the self-assessment of the
participating faculties was 8.72 and the mean of the research population was between 8.29 and
9.15 intervals with 95% confidence, which is the middle range of achievable scores. The self-
assessment of major departments toward social impact has had a significant difference. It was
found that "industry", "environment", "education”, "policy and policy making" and "agriculture"
are potential areas for the aforementioned faculties. Results also showed the higher the number
of research contracts of faculty members with other organizations, the higher their self-
assessment toward the social impact of their researches. Furthermore, some faculties having a
working relationship with other organizations could assess the social impact of their researches
more than those lacking such relationship. As such it was found that, encouraging the faculties
to have working relationship and research contracts with other organizations could increase
their attitude toward social impact. In other words, making them more engaged with real
issues, including social could increase the impact of their researches.

Keywords: Self-assessment, social impact of research, faculty members, Tabriz University,
extensive research impacts

1. Department of Knowledge and Information Science, Faculty of Education and Psychology,
University of Tabriz, Tabriz, Iran (Corresponding Author)

P4 hashematapour@tabrizu.ac.ir

2. Department of Knowledge and Information Science, Faculty of Education and Psychology,
University of Tabriz, Tabriz, Iran

3. Department of Knowledge and Information Science, Faculty of Education and Psychology,
University of Tabriz, Tabriz, Iran


https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0
mailto:hashematapour@tabrizu.ac.ir
mailto:hashematapour@tabrizu.ac.ir




Self-Assessment of Faculty Members of Tabriz University toward
Social Impact of their Academic Researches
Hashem Atapour, Afshin Hamdipour, Parivash Akbarzadeh /1

Social Responsibility in Higher Agricultural Education: The
Future Research Approach
Fatemeh Rajabian Gharib, Saeed Mohammadzadeh, Mohammad
Sharif Sharifzadeh / 9

The Role of University in romoting the Culture of Peace
Zeinab Sadoughi / 19

A Reading of Thought-Provoking Teachings and Lived
Experiences of Hafez toward Self-Discovery of Human Architect
Hiva Rahmani, Mohammad Reza Pourzargar, Behrooz Mansouri / 25

Environmental Phenomenon in the Political Thought of Ancient
Iran
Fatemeh Zolfagharian /33

The Stock Market Reaction to Quarterly Profit Behavior of High-
Tech Companies
Sima Nowroozi, Mohammad Hossein Ranjbar, Jahanbakhsh
Asadnia /35






Quarterly Journal of
Interdisciplinary Studies in the Humanities

Volume 13, Issue 3, Summer 2021

Director-in-Charge: Hossein Mirzaei, PhD
Editor-in-Chief: Mahmood Mehrmohammadi, PhD
Publisher: Institute for Social and Cultural Studies (ISCS)

Editorial Board

Gholam-Ali Afrooz, Professor of Tehran University; Morteza Bahrani, Associate Professor
of Institute for Social and Cultural Studies; Micheal Cook, Professor of Princeton University;
Hossin Ebrahimabadi, Associate Professor of Institute for Social and Cultural Studies; Eckart
Ehlers, Professor of Bonn University; Hassan Hanafi, Professor of Cairo University; Hadi
Khaniki, Professor of Allame Tabatabaei University; Maghsoud Farasatkhah, Professor of
Institute for Research and Planning in Higher Education; Reza Mahoozi, Associate Professor
of Institute for Social and Cultural Studies; Abbas Manoochehri, Professor of Political
Science, Tarbiat Modares University; Mohammad Ali Mazaheri, Professor of Shahid Beheshti
University; Mostafa Mohaghegh Damad, Professor of Shahid Beheshti University; Fathollah
Mojtabaie, Professor of Tehran University; Faramarz Rafi’poor, Professor of Shahid Beheshti
University; Dariush Rahmanian, Associate Professor of Tehran University; Mohammad
Taqi Rahnamaie, Associate Professor of Tehran University; Mohammad Hadi Zahedi Vafa,
Associate Professor of Imam Sadiq University.

Referees of this Issue

Abazar Ashtari, Assistant Professor of Sociology of Development, Institute for Social and
Cultural Studies; Moh d Reza B ian, Associate Professor of Architecture, Tarbiyat
Modares University; Hossein Dehghani Sanij, Associate Professor Water Engineering,
Research Institute of Agricultural Engineering; Nematollah Fazeli, Professor of Cultural
Research, Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies; Hossein Ganjidoost, Professor of
Natural Environment, Tarbiat Modares University; Sayed Zia Hashemi, Associate Professor of
Sociology, University of Tehran; Yahya Hassas Yeganeh, Associate Professor of Accounting,
University of Allameh Tabatabaei; Nadieh Imani, Associate Professor of Architecture,
University of Art; Reza Mahoozi, Associate Professor of Philosophy, Institute for Social and
Cultural Studies; Sayed Abdolamir Nabavi, Associate Professor of Political Science, Institute
for Social and Cultural Studies; Jabbar Rahmani, Assistant Professor of Anthropology,
Institute for Social and Cultural Studies; Gholamreza Zaker Salehi, Associate Professor
of Higher Education, Institute for Research and Planning in Higher Education; Roozbeh
Zarinkub, Assistant Professor of History, University of Tehran

Indexing Databases

Academic
DIRECTORY OF Resource
DOA Jesase |1|| |_ndex _ (© P‘E‘ LTIV EEIGE Google Scholar

ResearchBib
Conmites o Pbcston B

o

® For further information, please visit: wwwi.isih.ir
® All rights reserved for publisher

Address:

No. 124, Momen Nejad St. (1st Golestan), Pasdaran Ave., Tehran, Iran
P.O Box: 1666914711

Tel: +98 21 22570719 Fax: +98 21 22570722

Email: info@isih.ir Website: http:// wwwiisih.ir




ISSN: 2008-4641

Interdisciplinary Studies in the Humanities

Volume 13, Issue 3, Summer 2021

Self-Assessment of Faculty Members of Tabriz University toward
Social Impact of their Academic Researches
Hashem Atapour, Afshin Hamdipour, Parivash Akbarzadeh

Social Responsibility in Higher Agricultural Education:
The Future Research Approach
Fatemeh Rajabian Gharib, Saced Mohammadzadeh, Mohammad Sharif Sharifzadeh

The Role of University in romoting the Culture of Peace

Zeinab Sadoughi

A Reading of Thought-Provoking Teachings and Lived Experiences of Hafez
toward Self-Discovery of Human Architect

Hiva Rahmani, Mohammad Reza Pourzargar, Behrooz Mansouri

Environmental Phenomenon in the Political Thought of Ancient Iran

Fatemeh Zolfagharian

The Stock Market Reaction to Quarterly Profit Behavior of High-Tech Companies

Sima Nowroozi, Mohammad Hossein Ranjbar, Jahanbakhsh Asadnia

B 8

Institute for Social and Cultural Studies

Ministry of Science, Research and Technology





