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Extended Abstract

This study attempts to present a typology of entrepreneurial identity on the basis of a
Habermasian critical approach. To this end, four dimensions of a conceptual
framework for a typology of entrepreneurial identity is designated based on the
duality of emancipatory/instrumental rationality and the duality of
individualism/collectivism. Hence, four types of entrepreneurial identities are
presented: freedom-seeker, independency-seeker, and order-seeker and self-
interested. Through a critical appraisal of the role of these identity types in
identification of different forms of entrepreneurship, four types of entrepreneurship
are introduced in accordance with each identity type: public entrepreneurship,
lifestyle entrepreneurship, bureaucratic entrepreneurship, and commercial
entrepreneurship. In addition to enriching entrepreneurial identity studies through
demonstrating the role of rationality and judgment towards society in the formation
of different entrepreneurial identities, this study, relying on fundamental concepts of
critical theory, is an inspirational step towards promoting the interdisciplinary nature
of entrepreneurship theory.
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INTRODUCTION

Entrepreneurial Identity (EI) is one of the most cutting-edge subject matters in
entrepreneurial studies that has attracted many entrepreneurship scholars in recent
decade. Entrepreneurial Identity are inherently an interdisciplinary field of study in
entrepreneurship research, and it covers variety of topics, ranging from linguistics
(Clarke & Holt, 2017; Down & Warrant, 2008) to ideological and social critique
(Fernandez-Herreria & Martinez-Rodriguez, 2016; Ireland et al., 2008). In general,
EI studies aim to investigate the formation, transformation and (re)presentation of
various forms of identities and roles with which entrepreneurs and
entrepreneurship scholars identify entrepreneurship. Thereby, the EI studies
contribute to entrepreneurship research program through exploring understudied
aspects of entrepreneurship such as: self, self-image, and identification. This article
tries to present a typology of EI from a perspective critical theory approach. By
doing so, it provides a foundation for future studies on EI that intend to assess the
question of identification through the lens of critical theory.

PURPOSE

Despite its important role in furthering the scope of entrepreneurial studies, there is
a dearth in categorizing the extant literature of entrepreneurial identity. One reason
is that providing an ultimate characterization of EI is inherently impossible, due to
the very nature of identity as a fluid, changing and instable phenomenon (Jenkins,
2008; Burke & Stets, 2009; Wry & York, 2017); the other reason is that the
theoretical foundations on which categorization and typology is often neglected or,
at best, obscure in few researches that attempt to provide EI typology (Alsos et al.,
2016; Morris et al., 2013; Berdvold & Skalen, 2016). This article however, tries to
present a critical typology of EI, based on critical conceptualization of rationality
(provided by Habermas, 1972); in addition to referring to such critical perspective,
here we incorporate an important theoretical dichotomy (provided by Fauchart &
Gruber, 2011)) as regards entrepreneurs’ orientation towards otherness.

METHODOLOGY

As it mentioned above, the methodological logic of this research is predicated on
extrapolating major themes from critical theory (Habermas® conceptualization on
rationality) and previous EI categorization by Fauchart and Gruber (2011), to
provide a typology about four different entrepreneurial identity and four forms of
entrepreneurship accordingly. As for the critical part, Habermas’ ideas about
different forms of human actions and interests have been considered (Habermas,
1972; 1984; 1987), and his conceptions about the instrumental versus
communicative/emancipatory rationality is pointed out; for the second part, we
implemented the articulation about social motivation and entrepreneurial
orientation towards otherness in entrepreneurs, provided by Fauchart and Gruber



(2011) to indicate a dichotomy on individualism and collectivism in entrepreneurs.
By incorporating these four themes, four distinct types of entrepreneurial identity
have been deduced.

RESULT

By integrating the major four themes, four discrete types of entrepreneurial identity
have been identified: freedom-seeker, independency-seeker, order-seeker and self-
interested. The juncture of collectivism and emancipatory rationality implies
freedom-seeking EI, the juncture of collectivism and instrumental rationality
implies order-seeking identity, the juncture of individualism and instrumental
rationality implies self-interested identity and the juncture of individualism and
emancipatory rationality implies independency-seeking identity. For each form of
EL distinct form of entrepreneurship has been denoted: public entrepreneurship as
for freedom-seeking EI, lifestyle entrepreneurship as for independency-seeking EI,
bureaucratic entrepreneurship as for order-seeking EI, and commercial
entrepreneurship as for self-interested EI. These results are illustrated in the figure

below:
Emancipatory rationality
Independence-seeking El rationality Freedom-seeking El
Individualism Collectivism
Self-interested EI Order-seeking EI
Instrumental rationality
Figure 1. Critical Typology of Entrepreneurial Identity

CONCLUSION

This article provides a novel critical typology of entrepreneurial identity based on
distinct types of rationality and social motivation/orientation of entrepreneurs. This
typology demonstrates that relying to theoretical concepts of critical theory, be it in
individual level of rationality or social motivation as regards otherness, presents a
prolific foundation on which various types of entrepreneurial identity and different
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forms of entrepreneurship can be categorized and identified. Following other
researches that have attempted to provide some sort of typology of EI (Sieger et al.,
2016; Alsos et al., 2016; Morris et al., 2016; Bredvold & Skalen, 2016), this article
further our understanding on EI, by brining into attention the role of rationality
and judgement about otherness in the formation and representation of
entrepreneurial identity.

NOVELTY

The major novel contribution of this article is in how it demonstrates that
theoretical insights of critical theories can play a significant source in identifying
various forms of EI and entrepreneurship. The mainstream of entrepreneurship
research program and critical theory has little in common (Rindova et al;., 2009;
Ogber, 2000; Verduijn et al., 2014) , yet the theoretical orientation of this article
indicates how the latter can help enrich the research program of entrepreneurship
by accentuating other forms of entrepreneurship than commercial. Moreover, each
type of EI that is presented here entails distinct contextualized conditions that can
be further explored in more empirical way in future research.
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