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ABSTRACT

This research was conducted with the aim of investigating the current role of education
system in helping the process of political development. The research method is descriptive
and quantitative content analysis with practical approach. The research population includes
textbooks in the field of educating and learning humanities as well as special objectives and
programs of secondary school in the first academic year of 2020-2021. Due to the nature of
the research and limitation of the statistical population, the entire research population is
considered as a sample. The measurement tool was a researcher-made content analysis
checklist and the research results were analyzed using descriptive and inferential statistics
indicators through SPSS software. In a summary and based on frequencies obtained from
this research and data analysis, it can be concluded that: the textbooks in the field of
educating and learning humanities and the goal and special curricula in terms of creating
and cultivating the examined concepts and components for political development to
students have been inappropriate and very weak and therefore it can be said that they do not
provide the necessary ground for the political development of students. Also, studies showed
that even with this minimal attention, a logical trend was not followed while distributing the
components. This means that the authors of these textbooks and policymakers have not paid
special or targeted attention to the issue of political development whether in terms of
conceptualization or in terms of knowing the components mentioned in this study.
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INTRODUCTION

A developed society is formed by the existence of activists with an elevated
personality, in a sense that as long as there is no transformation at the level of
vision, attitude and as a result in people’s behavior and the actions of people do not
become rational and logical, the efforts to achieve development in all dimensions
will not accomplish. The education system can have a great role and place in this
arena. The system uses various aspects and applying them directly or indirectly can
help educate people with developed personality, promote culture and
institutionalize political participation and competition. The main tool of the
education system is the textbooks ass well as goals and necessary programs related
to them. In other words, it is very important to make policies and compile
appropriate textbooks in accordance with the criteria of curriculum planning and in
order to pay attention to these dimensions and indicators.

PURPOSE

The fundamental role of the education system in the process of development in all
its dimensions and the provision of human resources require that education should
be given more attention and fundamental changes in its programs should be made
in line with its evolution and effectiveness. With these descriptions and by
reviewing the related literature it seems that the role and place of education in the
process of development, in general, and political development, in particular, has not
been addressed in a desirable way, so it requires researches to be conducted in this
field and also the state of the education system in terms of being development-
oriented and influencing and determining the cutural development should be
investigated so that the discourse of development based on education and training
becomes prominent in the official literature. By this way, the compilation of a
comprehensive and up-to-date system of training and educational resources and
concepts would not only be compatible with the cultural roots and national-
religious ideals but compatible with political development.

METHODOLOGY

The research method is descriptive and quantitative content analysis with a political
approach. The research population includes textbooks in the field of educating and
learning humanities as well as special goals and programs of secondary school in the
first academic year of 2020-2021 which due to the nature of the research and the
limitation of the statistical population, the entire research population is considered
as a sample. The measurement tool was a researcher-made content analysis
checklist and the results were analyzed using descriptive and inferential statistics
indicators through SPSS software.



FINDINGS

In this research, after identifying the components of political development that should
be paid attention to in education and training, (including participatory political culture,
developed personality, political competition, political participation, and cultural
contexts of political development), the amount of attention of textbooks in the field of
educating and learning humanities and objectives and programs of secondary school to
these components are examined in the form of some questions. Among the components
of political development, the most attention has been paid to political culture, and in the
second step, the cultural contexts of political development are placed at a greater
distance from participatory political culture. Also, despite the fact that at the first glance
it seems that the attention to participatory political culture is high, in practice, the
method of distribution of this component in the analyzed cases is not only unbalanced
and inappropriate rather the attention of some textbooks and analytical cases to the
components, even the participatory political culture has been insignificant and
performed poorly.

The findings indicate that despite the almost good attention paid to the
components of political development, these are not equally and evenly distributed
in the studies contents and paying too much attention to the participatory political
culture resulted in the lack of attention and poor attention to other components.
From another point of view, it is not possible to pay exclusive attention to one
element in a particular book, so the ideal is to distribute the components in a
balanced way.

In nutshell, based on the data analysis and the frequency of this research, it can
be concluded that the textbooks in the field of educating and learning humanities
and special objectives and programs of the secondary school have very poor
performance in terms of creating and cultivating the examined concepts and
components for teaching the political development to students do not provide the
necessary grounds for their political development. Also, it was found that even with
the minimal attention, a logical trend in the distribution of components has not
been followed. This means that the authors of these textbooks and the policymakers
have not paid special or targeted attention to the issue of political development,
either in terms of conceptualization or in terms of knowing the components.

CONCLUSION

Development requires training of people with a development-oriented personality
or those with a democratic vision and attitude, and considering the role of
educational institutions and system in this field, this development is possible when
those institutions play their roles well.

This means that through this system and the tools it has, the basic concepts of
political development can be institutionalized in the minds and behavior of students
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as the future generation. In this regard, to realize political development, its basic
concepts (dimensions of political development) should be distributed in an
appropriate, sufficient, and balanced manner in educational content, programs and
goals of education. The evidence of this research indicates that there is no such
thing and therefore the education system in Iran (secondary school education)
suffers from serious weaknesses in fulfilling its political functions and thus it cannot
play its valuable role well.

NOVELTY

The components and identifiers proposed to measure the level of the dimensions of
political development with regard to assumptions and fundamental principles of
various theories related to political development and identifying the common
principles accepted by theoretical schools and pondering the opinions and works of
experts and previous researches have been taken into account in order to check the
validity and reliability with special precision and obsession. Therefore, it is
suggested that the dimensions, components and introduction that have not received
enough attention in analyzing programs, goals and textbooks should be included in
the best way possible to provide the necessary grounds and contexts for the
development of students' personality.

Due to the fact that in secondary school, education is student-centered and their
participation and activities are valued, it is suggested to provide the necessary
planning to create and provide the best possible environment for the growth of
political education of students in the form of practical programs and activities as
wells discussions in classrooms so that they get familiar with these topics in a
practical and tangible way and the ground for their participation is provided. Of
course, it should be noted that in such programs, maximum efficiency is provided
only when all the mentioned dimensions, components and representatives are
considered in a balanced way.

As mentioned, the analyzed goals, programs and textbooks did not have a
sufficient and balanced attention to all dimensions and components of political
development, therefore, besides the suggestion of including necessary amounts of
these dimensions and components in textbooks and programs, it is also suggested
that apart from practical training (in the form of programs such as student
councils), other educational programs in the form of films, video clips and
additional educational packages should be given to students for better and more
efficient study and hence, they can get on the path of education and develop their
interest in political development.
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